
AppImage Mythbusting



AppImage: 
one app = one file, 
simple!



The problem

exe

dmg?



The problem

Desktop Linux is fragmented because 
there is more than one Linux distribution 
and more than one desktop environment.

And no one can agree on anything.



The problem

Red Hat vs. Canonical
Rpm vs. Deb
Flatpak vs. Snap
Gtk vs. Qt
Gnome vs. KDE
…



The problem

Desktop Linux Platform Issues!



The solution: AppImage

Step 1: Get Step 2: Set
Step 3: Run



The idea
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Visit 
appimage.github.io
to see over 1,000 
applications in 
AppImage format



Fact or fiction?



Myth

It’s complicated 
to install 
an AppImage.



You don’t “install” an 
AppImage.

Fact



TODO
For You



Myth
AppImages are not 
sandboxed.



No enforced 
sandboxing, but the 
user may opt into it.Fact



TODO
For You



Myth
The Linux ecosystem 
does not need this.
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Fact



Linus Torvalds 
thinks this is very cool.Fact



TODO
For You



Myth
This is competing with 
Flatpak and Snap.



AppImage is very 
different from
Flatpak and Snap.

Fact



Myth
There must be ONE 
way to install software 
on Linux.



Multiple ways to get 
applications can 
happily coexist.

Fact



Fact



Don’t favor one!

TODO
For You



Myth
AppImage has
no traction



AppImage 
has lots of traction.

Fact



AppImage 
has lots of traction.

Fact



AppImage 
has lots of traction.

Fact



Don’t favor one!

TODO
For You



Sounds a lot 
like static linking.Myth



AppImage 
is not like static 
linking.

Fact



TODO
For You



AppImages are
bloated.Myth



AppImages are often 
smaller than other 
installation methods.

Fact



AppImages are often 
smaller than other 
installation methods.

❖

❖

❖

Fact



AppImages are
a security nightmare.Myth



AppImages are as 
secure as what the 
author puts inside 
them.Fact



AppImages are as 
secure as what the 
author puts inside 
them.

Fact



Is it a lot of work for 
the application author 
to keep AppImages 
fresh.

Myth



Services like the Open 
Build Service can keep 
AppImages fresh for 
you.

Fact



AppImages cannot 
be updated.Myth



AppImageUpdate.

Fact



TODO
For You



TODO
For You



TODO
For You



Are AppImages for 
64-bit Intel machines 
only?

Myth



AppImages can be 
built for many 
architectures

❖

❖

❖

❖

❖

Fact



❖

❖

TODO
For You



AppImages don’t 
really run everywhere.
I can’t run them on 
CentOS 6...

Myth



The author of an 
AppImage decides 
what to put inside.

Fact



❖

❖

❖

TODO
For You



AppImages must be 
built on ancient, 
outdated build 
systems

Myth



Always develop 
applications for the 
oldest system your 
users might still have.

Fact



❖

❖

❖

TODO
For You



AppImage is a 
one-man show.Myth



Always develop 
applications for the 
oldest system your 
users might still have.

Fact



On #AppImage on freenode, you will meet
over 70 people, including...

probono TheAssassin azubieta srevinsaju



Q&A
http://appimage.org

awesome-appimage list on GitHub

#appimage on irc.freenode.net


