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Issue: 6  August 2017

CONGRATULATIONS - JOHN 'DON' KAMINAR

Congratulations to Don Kaminar, Arkansas State
Commissioner and Rules Committee Chair on his
reappointment by the Arkansas Commissioner of
Education, Johnny Key, as the MIC3
Representative.

Appointment Letter

IN THE NEWS

With thousands of U.S. troops still
stationed in Afghanistan and other posts,
the nation’s armed forces continue to
make significant sacrifices. So do their
families.

A new NASBE policy update explores the unique challenges
that military-connected students face and how state boards of
education can ensure the success and well-being of these
students through effective policies on data sharing and training
in data management. The update also encourages education
boards to partner with MIC3.

Article

HAWAII PUBLIC SCHOOLS TRANSITION CENTER

The Hawaii Department of
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Education (HIDOE) announces a
transition centers initiative in
honor of the late U.S.
Congressman K. Mark Takai.  In
partnership with Hawaii 3Rs and
the Military Affairs Council, the
effort will develop high-quality
transition centers for Hawaii

public schools.  Takai was a staunch advocate for Hawaii’s
students and supporter of military-dependent students
throughout his career.

Article


SPOTLIGHT - DEANNA MCLAUGHLIN

This month we spoke with Deanna
McLaughlin, the Commissioner for the
State of Tennessee. 

BIO


1.  How long have you been involved with
the Compact?

I was appointed as the Tennessee
Commissioner by Governor Bill Haslam in
November 2011.  I am finishing up my sixth year.

2.  What are the main issues that face your students as they
transition and how has the Compact helped?

I believe that the biggest concern for military connected
students is the thought of losing credit for courses that were
taken and successfully completed at their previous schools. 
The compact rules clearly define how transitions are to be
handled.

3.  Does your organization have any social media or other
outlets that our readers could follow that would help spread the
word about the Compact?

2

http://www.hawaiipublicschools.org/ConnectWithUs/MediaRoom/PressReleases/Pages/Takai-Transition-Centers.aspx
https://files.constantcontact.com/84b518af501/659db8ff-d232-48dc-a466-ac20a7d903c7.pdf


In Tennessee, we have information on several websites that
include;

Tennessee Military Interstate Compact Webpage

My Army Benefits

National Guard

School Quest

IN THE NICK OF TIME

“In The Nick of Time”
by Richard Pryor, Communications
Associate, MIC3

Over the summer, an incoming Senior
transferred from a sending state to a
Department of Defense, Domestic
Dependent Elementary and Secondary
School (DDESS). 

A few weeks into the school year, the
student was informed that she was 6
credits short in meeting the Department
of Defense Education Activity (DODEA)
school graduation requirements.  The

DDESS school contacted the sending school to confirm if the
student could meet their graduation requirements.  To obtain a
diploma from the sending state, the student needed to meet
state testing requirement in Language Arts and Algebra. The
school informed the family of the testing window, and
subsequently the parent and student flew back to the sending
state in March/April to take both the tests.  

In early April (in preparation for graduation), the DDESS school
followed up with the sending school to obtain the test scores,
and was informed that the make-up tests were graded at end
May – after the DDESS school graduation date.  Without a
graded score, the sending school district could not confirm the
student met the sending state’s graduation requirements, and
the receiving school concluded that the student could not walk
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at graduation without this confirmation.  Throughout the year,
the family, and both the sending and receiving schools were in
communication with the Army School Liaison Officer (SLO).  

Outcome:  At this point, the Army SLO reached out to the
MIC3 national office who forwarded the case to the State
Commissioner and DODEA’s representative.   Speedy
consultation between the Commissioner, state Department of
Education and DODEA discovered that if the sending state had
a local student in a similar situation, that the sending school
would allow the student to walk, however receipt of the actual
diploma were dependent on the final test scores.  As a result,
the DDESS school determined they could make the same
accommodation, and the student was informed a few days
prior to graduation that she could participate in the
ceremony. 

A number of individuals assisted with this case – too many to
thank individually.  “We still aren't sure of all the trouble
everyone went through to make this happen but
(whomever) they were and however they were handled,
thank you,” said a very grateful mother.

All those involved agreed on the urgency of this case and that
finding a solution was paramount.  What mattered most was
that the student could walk with her classmates and be
recognized for her hard work and achievement.   This case is a
prime example of why the Compact is important in supporting
kids, and underlines the importance of our Commissioners,
School Liaison Officers, schools, and other stakeholders in
working collaboratively to ensure successful educational
transitions.

5.102 EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM PLACEMENT

The receiving state school shall
initially honor placement of the
student in educational programs
based on current educational
assessments conducted at the
school in the sending state or
participation/placement in like
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programs in the sending state.  
Such programs include, but are not

limited to: 1) gifted and talented programs; and 2) English as a
second language (ESL). The receiving school may perform
subsequent evaluations to ensure appropriate placement and
continued enrollment of the student in the course(s). The
receiving school may allow the student to attend similar
educational courses in other schools within the LEA if the
receiving school does not offer such programs.

SHARE YOUR STORY

If you have a story
you would like to

share please
contact MIC3 at
rpryor@csg.org

AVAILABLE RESOURCES

Downloadable one pagers,
guides and brochures are
available online and for your
meetings and events.

Email rpryor@csg.org to
place your order today!          
                                     

Resources
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2017 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

Executive Committee Meeting
August 17, 2017 | 2:00 AM EDT
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Finance Committee Meeting
August 24, 2017 | 10:00 AM EDT

2017 Annual Business Meeting - Providence, RI
October 25-27, 2017 | Providence, RI  

Visit our website
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Issue: 7                            December 19, 2017

The national office will be

closed from Dec 20, 2017

- Jan 2, 2018. Phones will

not be answered and

there will be limited

communication via staff

email. We wish you the

very best during the

holidays, and we look forward to an exciting and prosperous new year.

2017 ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING

Commissioners Meet in Providence, Rhode Island

Holiday greetings to all! 

A sincere "thank you" for all the work you do for our military families and children
every day. As MIC3 celebrates eleven years, we have witnessed major milestones
in the organization. In 2014, with 50 states and DC adopting the Compact, we
knew our work was just beginning as we strived to ensure “Successful
Educational Transitions”
for military students in every State.

As we close out 2017 I wanted to thank everyone who attended the Annual
Business Meeting (ABM) in late October.  The survey was overwhelmingly positive
and it is encouraging to hear that we are going in the right direction. It is through
this feedback and the work of our committees that we continue to enhance and
evolve the meeting content which is vital as we start the planning for 2018. The
Executive Committee (EXCOM) will review suggestions on areas where we can
improve and discuss solutions.

At the ABM, the Commission amended the ByLaws to split the Public Relations
and Training
committee into two separate committees: 1) Training,
and 2)
Communications and Outreach
. The Commission also elected the following
officers for 2017-18:

Chair - Rosemarie Kraeger (RI)
Vice Chair - Pete LuPiba (OH)
Treasurer (also Chair of the Finance Committee) - Bob Buehn (FL)
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In accordance with our ByLaws, Chair Kraeger appointed standing committee
chairs for a one year term: 
﻿

Rules - Mary Gable (MA)
Training - Don Kaminar (AR)
Compliance - Daron Korte (MN)
﻿Communication and Outreach - Shelley Joan Weiss (WI)

At the recent board retreat in Newport, Rhode Island, the EXCOM spent two days
"taking stock" of our vision, mission and core values. We looked at the work and
effectiveness of the Board, and explored new ways to be more responsive and
transparent to the Commission.
The Board came out of the retreat with renewed vigor and optimism, and the
combined commitment that we will continue to "do the right thing for military
children".

ABM EVENING RECEPTION

Attendees at the evening reception were
treated to an outstanding performance by the
Middletown High School Womens Ensemble
under the direction of Jennifer Vaillancourt.

Middletown High School Women's Ensemble

Allison Brusuzky - Military Child

CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE ABM SLIDESHOW

CONGRATS AND KUDOS

Dr. Robin Hines Honored with
Special Award

Dr. Robin Hines is the recipient of Valdosta
State University’s 2017 Distinguished
Alumnus Award for the James L. and
Dorothy H. Dewar College of Education and
Human Services. He currently serves as
Georgia's commissioner.
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Read the Article

MIC3 IN THE NEWS

Virginia Military Families Emphasize Impact on Children During

Lunch with Governor and First Lady McAuliffe

Gov. Terry McAuliffe and First Lady
Dorothy McAuliffe host a lunch for
Armed Service members and their
families at the Executive Mansion

Daniel Jimanez, age 16, asks Gov.
Terry McAuliffe for input on a school
assignment during a lunch for
members of the Armed Forces and
their families at the Executive Mansion.

Read the Article

ADVANCING CHILDREN THROUGH TRANSITIONS

U.S. Army, Air Force and Navy School
and Military Liaison Officers attended
the Military Interstate Children’s
Compact Commission Training and
Annual Business Meeting in Providence,
Rhode Island Oct. 25 thru 27. Best
Practices were identified, information
was shared, and new networks were
formed to better serve their military
families.
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Read Article
Nanette Pigg (left), Wendy Nakasone-Kalani, Michi

Carl, Michael Campbell, Elizabeth Davenport

Sec. 5.105 - ABSENCE RELATED TO DEPLOYMENT

A student whose parent or legal
guardian is an active duty member of
the uniformed services, as defined by
the Compact, and has been called to
duty for, is on leave from, or
Immediately returned from deployment
to a combat zone or combat support
posting, shall be granted additional
excused absences at the discretion of
the LEA superintendent or head of
school to visit with his or her parent or
legal guardian relative to such leave or
deployment of the parent or guardian.
Notwithstanding the above, the LEA
superintendent or head of school may
provide a maximum number of additional excused absences.

How is the compact
making a difference
in your community?

Contact rpryor@csg.org to
share your story, compact

related event, or state council
meeting.

AVAILABLE RESOURCES

Downloadable one pagers,
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guides and brochures
, are
available online for your
meetings and events. You
may also order resources
online.
.

The new 2017 Annual Report
is also available online!

 
                     

Rules Committee Meeting
Jan 3, 2018 | 2:00 pm (EDT)

Training Committee Meeting
Jan 9, 2018 | 2:00 pm (EDT)

Compliance Committee Meeting
Jan 9, 2018 | 2:00 pm (EDT)

Communications and Outreach Committee Meeting
Jan 11, 2018 | 2:00 pm (EDT)

Executive Committee Meeting
Jan 18, 2018 | 2:00 pm (EDT)

Finance Committee Meeting
Jan 23, 2018 | 11:00 am (EDT)

Visit our website
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Issue: 8                          February 2018

BEST PRACTICES

New Hampshire Releases First Annual Report

Military Compact Commissioner,
Kathleen Murphy, also the School
Superintendent of Hampton School
District-SAU 90, recently released the
State Council's first Annual Report
which highlights their work over the
past year. The council and the New
Hampshire Department of Education
are building a webpage to post
information for military families.

NH Annual Report

Florida Releases First Compact Newsletter

Developed by the Florida Department of
14
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Education (FLDOE) and the State
Council, it provides valuable information
for districts and schools on supporting
military students. Florida Commissioner
Bob Buehn recognized Curtis Jenkins,
FLDOE School Counseling Consultant, for
his hard work and efforts. Way to go! 

Newsletter

IN THE NEWS - SUPPORT MILITARY FAMILIES

An estimated 1.75
million U.S. children
have one or more
parents serving in the
military. Although
many of these children
live in areas with a
heavy concentration of
military members,
many national guard,
selected reserve and
active duty families live

in areas more isolated from the support and resources provided on
military installations.
.
 

Christine A. Ward, Ph.D., is an assistant professor at Missouri Baptist University. She is also a
military spouse and mother to two military children.
﻿

Article

We would love to hear about highlight events in your
state in our newsletter and on social media! E-mail
mic3info@csg.org
or upload your high resolution
images to our Dropbox

DUES - SEC 2.104 (d)

The dues formula shall be based on the figure of one
dollar per child of military families eligible for
transfer under this compact, and beginning in FY
2014 this calculation shall be based upon the State
in which each military family resides, except that
effective FY 2013, and each year thereafter, no state
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dues assessment shall exceed the sum of sixty
thousand dollars ($60,000.00) per year and effective FY 2014, and
each year thereafter, no state dues assessment shall be less than two
thousand dollars ($2,000.00).

RESOURCES

Downloadable one pagers, guides and
brochures are available online for your
meetings and events. You may also request
publications online
. The 2017 Annual Report
is also available.
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Training Committee Meeting
Feb 6 and Mar 6, 2018 | 2:00 pm (ET)

Communications and Outreach Committee Meeting
Feb 8 and Mar 8, 2018 | 2:00 pm (ET)

Executive Committee Meeting
Feb 15 and Mar 15, 2018 | 2:00 pm (ET)

Leadership and Development Committee Meeting
Feb 26 and Mar 12, 2018 | 1:00 pm (ET)

Compliance Committee Meeting
Mar 13, 2018 | 2:00 pm (ET)

Visit our website
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Issue: 9                          April 2018

SPOTLIGHT

This month we talked with 'Don' Kaminar,
our Commissioner from Arkansas.

1.      How long have you been involved with
the Compact and how has your role changed
over that period?
 

I became involved with the Commission in the
summer of 2015, when our previous commissioner
left the Department of Education. Initially, I was a
rather wide-eyed novice at everything the
Commission and the state council do. At the Annual Business Meeting
that year, I volunteered for the Rules Committee, and then as vice
chair of that group. When my colleague from Maryland and mentor,
Mary Gable, was elected vice chair of the Commission, I succeeded her
as chair of the Rules and as such became a member of the Executive
Committee. Situations evolve and people change roles and
responsibilities, and I soon found myself a member and then chair of
the Training Committee. It’s been quite a ride!

2.      What are the main issues that face your military
connected students and how has the Compact helped?
 

Most of the issues we face deal with graduation and eligibility. We have
one major active duty installation in Arkansas (the Little Rock Air Force
Base), and most of our military children attend school in one of three
districts closest to the base. Thankfully, the administrators in those
districts are very experienced in addressing the needs of military
families. With the state law that made Arkansas a member of the
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Compact to guide them, they resolve a majority of issues before they
ever reach the state council.

3.      
Are there areas the Compact does not address that you
feel may help students?
 

Most of the issues our military students are faced with are resolved
successfully, so at this time, no.

4.      Can you share your social media outlets from Arkansas
that our readers, and the national office can link to if they were
interested?
 

Our state council relies on the Department of Education social media
feed. Here are the links: 

Facebook
Twitter
You Tube Channel
Pinterest

5.      
Do you feel that the knowledge of the Compact is
increasing in your state - from the students, parents, school and
military perspective?
 

It definitely is. We’ve been on a campaign to increase awareness,
primarily through presenting at statewide conferences for counselors,
administrators, and school boards.

For the upcoming Month of the Military Child
in Arkansas, we’re
planning a big day! Beginning in mid-March, we’ll start posting ideas on
our Twitter and Facebook, and will publish “
Eighteen in ‘18” ideas
for MOMC
on the department web page. During the April meeting of
the State Board of Education, the Board will adopt a resolution
recognizing military families for their sacrifice and acknowledging April
as Month of the Military Child. We’ll have four families on hand, one
each from the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force (no Coast
Guard presence in Arkansas, sorry!) in attendance to be presented to
the Board. And last but not least, we hope to unveil the Arkansas
Purple Star School Award
to recognize public and open enrollment
charter schools that go above and beyond to support military families.

IN THE NEWS

A Resurgent Year for Interstate Compacts

"The diversity of issues being being addressed by Interstate Compacts
today - including workforce mobility, criminal justice, Natural Resource
Management and Disaster Relief - is a continuing endorsement of the
power and adaptability of these unique tools for states." - Dan Logsdon,
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Manager, National Center for Interstate Compacts

Read More

"Fort Drum Day" - February 6, 2018
﻿Albany, New York

Maj.Gen. Walter E. Piatt,
Commanding General, 10th
Mountain Divison, Fort Drum, N.Y.
addressed lawmakers in Albany on
"Fort Drum Day" to speak on the
impact that Fort Drum has on New
York State. MG Piatt went on to
highlight the importance of the
Compact to his family.

﻿

Ohio Department of Education Recognizes New
Purple Star Schools

In late February, State
Superintendent of Public Instruction,
Paolo DeMaria, announced that 44
Ohio schools received the 
Purple Star
designation
 for their commitment to
serving military-connected students
and families.

Read More

FY18 DoDEA Grants to Military-Connected Local
Educational Agencies for Academic and Support

Programs (MCASP)

To advance the lives of our military-
connected students, DoDEA relies on
one true vision: "Excellence in
Education for Every Student, Every
Day, Everywhere."  The grant

program beautifully showcases this vision in so many ways.

Through our grant program we are building partnerships with public
schools and other community organizations that will help military
connected students be college and career ready.
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﻿
Applications
are due Wednesday, May 2, 2018. A technical assistance
webinar will be held March 28, 2018. Webinar information is included in
the announcement. If you have questions, please email
grants@hq.dodea.edu
.  

RESOURCES

Downloadable one pagers, guides and brochures are
available online for your meetings and events. You may
also request publications online
. Four new posters are
now available!

COURSE PLACEMENT - SEC 5.101 (a)

The receiving school shall initially place a
student who transfers before or during
the school year in educational courses
based on the student’s enrollment in the
sending state school and/or educational
assessments conducted at the school in
the sending state to the extent the
educational courses are provided by the
receiving school. Course placement
includes but is not limited to Honors,
International Baccalaureate, Advanced

Placement, vocational, technical and career pathways courses. The
receiving school may perform subsequent evaluations to ensure
appropriate placement and continued enrollment of the student in the
course(s). The receiving school may allow the student to attend similar
educational courses in other schools within the LEA if the receiving
school does not offer such educational courses.

EVENTS
21
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We would love to hear about events in your state to
highlight in our newsletter and on social media! E-mail
mic3info@csg.org
or upload your high resolution
images to our Dropbox

Training Committee Meeting
Apr 10, 2018 | 2:00 pm (ET)

Rules Committee Meeting
Apr 11, 2018 | 1:00 pm (ET)

Executive Committee Meeting
Apr 17-19 Lexington, KY - Spring Planning Meeting

Finance Committee Meeting
Apr 24, 2018 | 11:00 am (ET)

Communications and Outreach Committee Meeting
May 10, 2018 | 2:00 pm (ET)

Leadership and Development Committee Meeting
May 21, 2018 | 1:00 pm (ET)

Visit our website

‌ ‌
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Issue: 10 June 2018

MONTH OF THE MILITARY CHILD

A big thank you to everyone that shared, promoted, tweeted, emailed
about the Purple Up
events that took place in April across the country.
We uploaded some of the photos to our gallery and many more were
shared through our social media. If you have additional photos or
news, please email them to mic3info@csg.org.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT
Dan Dunham - Virginia Commissioner Designee

Having been involved with the Compact in the
District of Columbia and now Virginia we
spoke with Dan about the challenges he has
seen in both states.
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"One of the biggest transition challenges has
been supporting students who have attended
specialty center programs in sending states.
This includes elementary students who were

receiving gifted instruction."

READ MORE

CONGRATULATIONS - CLAY CORLEY

MIC3 congratulates Clay Corley, Louisiana
State Commissioner on his new
appointment as the Superintendent of
DeSoto Parish Schools.

"Its an honor to be appointed
superintendent of schools in such a
wonderful community," said Corley.

READ MORE

IN THE NEWS

Military Children Write Letters to Marines
By Brett Bigham - 2014 Oregon State Teacher of the Year

Who knows better the
personal price these
servicemen are paying to
protect their country?
Who knows better about
missing kids’ birthdays
and Christmases and
graduations? When you
hear of a service member
being sent overseas for a sixth or seventh time, you need to picture
that sixth or seventh heartbreaking goodbye.

READ MORE

2018 MILITARY CHILD OF THE YEAR AWARD
24
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ARLINGTON, Va.,
OPERATION HOMEFRONT
celebrated these seven
inspiring teens who were
recently awarded their
2018 Military Child of the
Year Award.

READ MORE

INDIAN RIVER CENTRAL SCHOOL
HELPING MILITARY CHILDREN

Tamara Boyett (left), is a senior at Indian River
Central School in northern New York. Her dad's in
the Army, and she's moved a lot.

“I'm not even sure I can't count,” Boyett laughs.
“This is the fifth place that I've lived—New York,
Oklahoma, Texas, Hawaii and Kansas.” 

READ MORE

GOVERNOR SIGNS BILL FOR MILITARY CHILDREN

HAMPTON, Va., Governor Ralph
Northam was at Kecoughtan High
School in Hampton, Virginia on
Monday to sign an important piece
of legislation. The bill allows
students to stay at the same public
school free of charge even if their
parents are transferred to military
housing in another school division.

READ MORE

RESOURCES

The second edition Compact Rules book is
now available online
!
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http://www.militarychildoftheyear.org/Recipients
https://www.northcountrypublicradio.org/news/story/35926/20180409/military-kids-switch-schools-struggle-with-class-placement
https://www.13newsnow.com/article/news/military/governor-signs-bill-for-military-children/291-547178868
https://www.mic3.net/publications.html


Downloadable one pagers, guides and
brochures are also available online for your
meetings and events. You may also request
publications online
.

We would love to highlight events in your state in our
newsletter and on social media! E-mail
mic3info@csg.org
or upload your high resolution
images to our Dropbox.

Training Committee Meeting
Jun 5, 2018 | 1:00 pm (ET)

Compliance Committee Meeting
Jun 12, 2018 | 2:00 pm (ET)

Executive Committee Meeting
Jun 21 and Jul 19, 2018 | 2:00 pm (ET)

Rules Committee Meeting
Jul 11, 2018 | 2:00 pm (ET)

26

http://www.mic3.net/publications.html
http://www.mic3.net/publications.html
http://www.mic3.net/request-for-publications.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/84b518af501/29c0accd-d905-4b2c-b711-0e3c8a8abcba.pdf
mailto:mic3info@csg.org
https://www.dropbox.com/request/gDiTfY57pdZF5moBCO1f


Visit our website

 ‌  ‌
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http://www.mic3.net/
https://www.facebook.com/MIC3.Compact/
https://www.facebook.com/MIC3.Compact/
https://www.facebook.com/MIC3.Compact/
https://twitter.com/MIC3Compact?lang=en
https://twitter.com/MIC3Compact?lang=en
https://twitter.com/MIC3Compact?lang=en
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