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1 The National Defense Act of 1916 was repealed by section 53 of the Act of August 10, 1956 
(70A Stat. 678). 

Military Selective Service Act 

[MILITARY SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT] 

[50 U.S.C. 3801 et seq. Headings in brackets ø¿ are not part of the 
Act, but have been included for the convenience of the reader.] 

[As Amended Through P.L. 119–60, Enacted December 18, 2025] 

øCurrency: This publication is a compilation of the text of Chapter 625 of the 80th 
Congress. It was last amended by the public law listed in the As Amended 
Through note above and below at the bottom of each page of the pdf version and 
reflects current law through the date of the enactment of the public law listed at 
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/comps/¿ 

øNote: While this publication does not represent an official version of any Federal 
statute, substantial efforts have been made to ensure the accuracy of its contents. 
The official version of Federal law is found in the United States Statutes at Large 
and in the United States Code. The legal effect to be given to the Statutes at 
Large and the United States Code is established by statute (1 U.S.C. 112, 204).¿ 

TITLE I— øMILITARY SELECTIVE SERVICE¿ 

øSHORT TITLE; POLICY AND INTENT OF CONGRESS¿ 

SECTION 1. ø50 U.S.C. 3801¿ (a) This Act may be cited as the 
‘‘Military Selective Service Act.’’ 

(b) The Congress hereby declares that an adequate armed 
strength must be achieved and maintained to insure the security 
of this Nation. 

(c) The Congress further declares that in a free society the obli-
gations and privileges of serving in the armed forces and the re-
serve components thereof should be shared generally, in accordance 
with a system of selection which is fair and just, and which is con-
sistent with the maintenance of an effective national economy. 

(d) The Congress further declares, in accordance with our tra-
ditional military policy as expressed in the National Defense Act of 
1916, as amended, 1 that it is essential that the strength and orga-
nization of the National Guard, both Ground and Air, as an inte-
gral part of the first line defenses of this Nation, be at all times 
maintained and assured. 

To this end, it is the intent of the Congress that whenever 
Congress shall determine that units and organizations are needed 
for the national security in excess of those of the Regular compo-
nents of the Ground Forces and the Air Forces, and those in active 
service under this title, the National Guard of the United States, 
both Ground and Air, or such part thereof as may be necessary, to-
gether with such units of the Reserve components as are necessary 
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2 Sec. 2 Military Selective Service Act 

2 The text of Presidential Proclamation 4771 providing for registration under this section, 
dated July 2, 1980, follows this Act. 

for a balanced force, shall be ordered to active Federal service and 
continued therein so long as such necessity exists. 

(e) The Congress further declares that adequate provision for 
national security requires maximum effort in the fields of scientific 
research and development, and the fullest possible utilization of 
the Nation’s technological, scientific, and other critical manpower 
resources. 

(f) The Congress further declares that the Selective Service 
System should remain administratively independent of any other 
agency, including the Department of Defense. 

SEC. 2. øRepealed by section 53 of the Act of August 10, 1956 
(70A Stat. 678)¿ 

øREGISTRATION¿ 

SEC. 3. (a) ø50 U.S.C. 3802¿ Except as otherwise provided in 
this title, it shall be the duty of every male citizen of the United 
States, and every other male person residing in the United States, 
who, on the day or days fixed for the first or any subsequent reg-
istration, is between the ages of eighteen and twenty six, to present 
himself for and submit to registration at such time or times and 
place or places, and in such manner, as shall be determined by 
proclamation of the President and by rules and regulations pre-
scribed hereunder. The provisions of this section shall not be appli-
cable to any alien lawfully admitted to the United States as a non-
immigrant under section 101(a)(15) of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act, as amended (66 Stat. 163; 8 U.S.C. 1101), for so long as 
he continues to maintain a lawful nonimmigrant status in the 
United States. 2 

(b) Regulations prescribed pursuant to subsection (a) may re-
quire that persons presenting themselves for and submitting to reg-
istration under this section provide, as part of such registration, 
such identifying information (including date of birth, address, and 
social security account number) as such regulations may prescribe. 

øNote: Effective on December 18, 2026, section 535(a) of divi-
sion A of Public Law 119–60 amends section 3 to read as follows:¿ 

SEC. 3. ƒ50 U.S.C. 3802≈ (a)(1) Except as otherwise provided 
in this title, every male citizen of the United States, and every other 
male person residing in the United States, between the ages of eight-
een and twenty-six, shall be automatically registered under this Act 
by the Director of the Selective Service System. 

(2) This section shall not apply to any alien lawfully admitted 
to the United States as a nonimmigrant under section 101(a)(15) of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101) for so long as 
such alien continues to maintain a lawful nonimmigrant status in 
the United States. 

(b) Regulations prescribed pursuant to this section (a) may re-
quire— 

(1) a person subject to registration under this section to pro-
vide, to the Director, information (including date of birth, ad-
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3 Sec. 4 Military Selective Service Act 

dress, social security account number, phone number, and 
email address) regarding such person; 

(2) a Federal entity to provide, to the Director, information 
described in paragraph (1) that the Director determines nec-
essary to identify or register a person subject to registration 
under this section; and 

(3) the Director to provide, to a person registered under this 
section, written notification that— 

(A) such person has been so registered; and 
(B) if such person is not required to be so registered, 

the procedure by which such person may correct such reg-
istration. 

TRAINING AND SERVICE 

øTraining and Service in General¿ 

SEC. 4. ø50 U.S.C. 3803¿ (a) Except as otherwise provided in 
this title, every person required to register pursuant to section 3 
of this title who is between the ages of eighteen years and six 
months and twenty-six years, at the time fixed for his registration, 
or who attains the age of eighteen years and six months after hav-
ing been required to register pursuant to section 3 of this title, or 
who is otherwise liable as provided in section 6(h) of this title, shall 
be liable for training and service in the Armed Forces of the United 
States: Provided, That each registrant shall be immediately liable 
for classification and examination, and shall, as soon as practicable 
following his registration, be so classified and examined, both phys-
ically and mentally, in order to determine his availability for induc-
tion for training and service in the Armed Forces: Provided further, 
That, notwithstanding any other provision of law, any registrant 
who has failed or refused to report for induction shall continue to 
remain liable for induction and when available shall be imme-
diately inducted. The President is authorized, from time to time, 
whether or not a state of war exists, to select and induct into the 
Armed Forces of the United States for training and service in the 
manner provided in this title (including but not limited to selection 
and induction by age group or age groups) such number of persons 
as may be required to provide and maintain the strength of the 
Armed Forces. 

At such time as the period of active service in the Armed 
Forces required under this title of persons who have not attained 
the nineteenth anniversary of the day of their birth has been re-
duced or eliminated pursuant to the provisions of section 4(k) of 
this title, and except as otherwise provided in this title, every per-
son who is required to register under this title and who has not at-
tained the nineteenth anniversary of the day of his birth on the 
date such period of active service is reduced or eliminated or who 
is otherwise liable as provided in section 6(h) of this title, shall be 
liable for training in the National Security Training Corps: Pro-
vided, That persons deferred under the provisions of section 6 of 
this title shall not be relieved for liability for induction into the Na-
tional Security Training Corps solely by reason of having exceeded 
the age of nineteen years during the period of such deferment. The 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 15:10 Jan 26, 2026 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 9001 Sfmt 6601 G:\COMP\DEFLAWS\MSSA.BEL HOLC

January 26, 2026 

G:\COMP\DEFLAWS\MILITARY SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT.XML

    
As Amended Through P.L. 119-60, Enacted December 18, 2025



4 Sec. 4 Military Selective Service Act 

President is authorized, from time to time, whether or not a state 
of war exists, to select and induct for training in the National Secu-
rity Training Corps as hereinafter provided such number of persons 
as may be required to further the purposes of this title. 

No persons shall be inducted into the Armed Forces for train-
ing and service or shall be inducted for training in the National Se-
curity Training Corps under this title until his acceptability in all 
respects, including his physical and mental fitness, has been satis-
factorily determined under standards prescribed by the Secretary 
of Defense: Provided, That the minimum standards for physical ac-
ceptability established pursuant to this subsection shall not be 
higher than those applied to persons inducted between the ages of 
18 and 26 in January 1945: Provided further, That the passing re-
quirement for the Armed Forces Qualification Test shall be fixed 
at a percentile score of 10 points: And provided further, That except 
in time of war or national emergency declared by the Congress the 
standards and requirements fixed by the preceding two provisos 
may be modified by the President under such rules and regulations 
as he may prescribe. 

No persons shall be inducted for such training and service 
until adequate provision shall have been made for such shelter, 
sanitary facilities, water supplies, heating and lighting arrange-
ments, medical care, and hospital accommodations for such persons 
as may be determined by the Secretary of Defense or the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to be essential to the public and personal 
health. 

The persons inducted into the Armed Forces for training and 
service under this title shall be assigned to stations or units of such 
forces. Persons inducted into the land forces of the United States 
pursuant to this title shall be deemed to be members of the Army 
of the United States; persons inducted into the naval forces of the 
United States pursuant to this title shall be deemed to be members 
of the United States Navy or United States Marine Corps or the 
United States Coast Guard, as appropriate; and persons inducted 
into the air forces of the United States pursuant to this title shall 
be deemed to be members of the Air Force of the United States. 

Every person inducted into the Armed Forces pursuant to the 
authority of this subsection after the date of enactment of the 1951 
Amendments to the Universal Military Training and Service Act 
shall, following his induction, be given full and adequate military 
training for service in the armed force into which he is inducted for 
a period of not less than twelve weeks, and no such person shall, 
during this twelve weeks period, be assigned for duty at any instal-
lation located on land outside the United States, its Territories and 
possessions (including the Canal Zone): Provided, That no funds 
appropriated by the Congress shall be used for the purpose of 
transporting or maintaining in violation of the provisions of this 
paragraph any person inducted into, or enlisted, appointed, or or-
dered to active duty in, the Armed Forces under the provisions of 
this title. 
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3 Former undesignated paragraph preceding this paragraph terminated as of July 1, 1973, 
pursuant to section 9 of Public Law 85–62, June 27, 1957 (71 Stat. 208), as last amended by 
section 103 of Public Law 92–129, September 28, 1971 (85 Stat. 355). 

No 3 person, without his consent, shall be inducted for training 
and service in the Armed Forces or for training in the National Se-
curity Training Corps under this title, except as otherwise provided 
herein, after he has attained the twenty-sixth anniversary of the 
day of his birth. 

øNote: Effective on December 18, 2026, section 535(b)(1)(A) of divi-
sion A of Public Law 119–60 provides for amendments to section 
4(a). Upon such date, section 4(a) reads as follows:¿ 

ƒTraining and Service in General≈ 

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this title, every person reg-
istered pursuant to section 3 of this title who is between the ages 
of eighteen years and six months and twenty-six years, or who at-
tains the age of eighteen years and six months after having been 
registered pursuant to section 3 of this title, or who is otherwise lia-
ble as provided in section 6(h) of this title, shall be liable for train-
ing and service in the Armed Forces of the United States: Provided, 
That each registrant shall be immediately liable for classification 
and examination, and shall, as soon as practicable following his 
registration, be so classified and examined, both physically and 
mentally, in order to determine his availability for induction for 
training and service in the Armed Forces: Provided further, That, 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, any registrant who has 
failed or refused to report for induction shall continue to remain lia-
ble for induction and when available shall be immediately inducted. 
The President is authorized, from time to time, whether or not a 
state of war exists, to select and induct into the Armed Forces of the 
United States for training and service in the manner provided in 
this title (including but not limited to selection and induction by age 
group or age groups) such number of persons as may be required 
to provide and maintain the strength of the Armed Forces. 

At such time as the period of active service in the Armed Forces 
required under this title of persons who have not attained the nine-
teenth anniversary of the day of their birth has been reduced or 
eliminated pursuant to the provisions of section 4(k) of this title, 
and except as otherwise provided in this title, every person reg-
istered under this title and who has not attained the nineteenth an-
niversary of the day of his birth on the date such period of active 
service is reduced or eliminated or who is otherwise liable as pro-
vided in section 6(h) of this title, shall be liable for training in the 
National Security Training Corps: Provided, That persons deferred 
under the provisions of section 6 of this title shall not be relieved 
for liability for induction into the National Security Training Corps 
solely by reason of having exceeded the age of nineteen years during 
the period of such deferment. The President is authorized, from time 
to time, whether or not a state of war exists, to select and induct 
for training in the National Security Training Corps as hereinafter 
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4 Former undesignated paragraph preceding this paragraph terminated as of July 1, 1973, pur-
suant to section 9 of Public Law 85–62, June 27, 1957 (71 Stat. 208), as last amended by section 
103 of Public Law 92–129, September 28, 1971 (85 Stat. 355). 

provided such number of persons as may be required to further the 
purposes of this title. 

No persons shall be inducted into the Armed Forces for training 
and service or shall be inducted for training in the National Secu-
rity Training Corps under this title until his acceptability in all re-
spects, including his physical and mental fitness, has been satisfac-
torily determined under standards prescribed by the Secretary of 
Defense: Provided, That the minimum standards for physical ac-
ceptability established pursuant to this subsection shall not be high-
er than those applied to persons inducted between the ages of 18 
and 26 in January 1945: Provided further, That the passing re-
quirement for the Armed Forces Qualification Test shall be fixed at 
a percentile score of 10 points: And provided further, That except in 
time of war or national emergency declared by the Congress the 
standards and requirements fixed by the preceding two provisos 
may be modified by the President under such rules and regulations 
as he may prescribe. 

No persons shall be inducted for such training and service until 
adequate provision shall have been made for such shelter, sanitary 
facilities, water supplies, heating and lighting arrangements, med-
ical care, and hospital accommodations for such persons as may be 
determined by the Secretary of Defense or the Secretary of Home-
land Security to be essential to the public and personal health. 

The persons inducted into the Armed Forces for training and 
service under this title shall be assigned to stations or units of such 
forces. Persons inducted into the land forces of the United States 
pursuant to this title shall be deemed to be members of the Army 
of the United States; persons inducted into the naval forces of the 
United States pursuant to this title shall be deemed to be members 
of the United States Navy or United States Marine Corps or the 
United States Coast Guard, as appropriate; and persons inducted 
into the air forces of the United States pursuant to this title shall 
be deemed to be members of the Air Force of the United States. 

Every person inducted into the Armed Forces pursuant to the 
authority of this subsection after the date of enactment of the 1951 
Amendments to the Universal Military Training and Service Act 
shall, following his induction, be given full and adequate military 
training for service in the armed force into which he is inducted for 
a period of not less than twelve weeks, and no such person shall, 
during this twelve weeks period, be assigned for duty at any instal-
lation located on land outside the United States, its Territories and 
possessions (including the Canal Zone): Provided, That no funds ap-
propriated by the Congress shall be used for the purpose of trans-
porting or maintaining in violation of the provisions of this para-
graph any person inducted into, or enlisted, appointed, or ordered 
to active duty in, the Armed Forces under the provisions of this title. 

No 4 person, without his consent, shall be inducted for training 
and service in the Armed Forces or for training in the National Se-
curity Training Corps under this title, except as otherwise provided 
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7 Sec. 4 Military Selective Service Act 

herein, after he has attained the twenty-sixth anniversary of the day 
of his birth. 

øLength of Service¿ 

(b) Each person inducted into the Armed Forces under the pro-
visions of subsection (a) of this section shall serve on active train-
ing and service for a period of twenty-four consecutive months, un-
less sooner released, transferred, or discharged in accordance with 
procedures prescribed by the Secretary of Defense (or the Secretary 
of Homeland Security with respect to the United States Coast 
Guard) or as otherwise prescribed by subsection (d) of section 4 of 
this title. The Secretaries of the Army, Navy, and Air Force, with 
the approval of the Secretary of Defense (and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security with respect to the United States Coast Guard), 
may provide, by regulations which shall be as nearly uniform as 
practicable, for the release from training and service in the armed 
forces prior to serving the periods required by this subsection of in-
dividuals who volunteered for and are accepted into organized 
units of the Army National Guard and Air National Guard and 
other reserve compoments. 

øEnlistment; Reservists’ Active Duty; Volunteers for Inductions; 
N.S.T.C.¿ 

(c)(1) Under the provisions of applicable laws and regulations 
any person between the ages of eighteen years and six months and 
twenty-six years shall be offered an opportunity to enlist in the 
regular army for a period of service equal to that prescribed in sub-
section (b) of this section: Provided, That, notwithstanding the pro-
visions of this or any other Act, any person so enlisting shall not 
have his enlistment extended without his consent until after a dec-
laration of war or national emergency by the Congress after the 
date of enactment of the 1951 Amendments to the Universal Mili-
tary Training and Service Act. 

(2) Any enlisted member of any reserve component of the 
Armed Forces may, during the effective period of this Act, apply for 
a period of service equal to that prescribed in subsection (b) of this 
section and his application shall be accepted: Provided, That his 
services can be effectively utilized and that his physical and mental 
fitness for such service meet the standards prescribed by the head 
of the department concerned: Provided further, That active service 
performed pursuant to this section shall not prejudice his status as 
such member of such reserve component: And provided further, 
That any person who was a member of a reserve component on 
June 25, 1950, and who thereafter continued to serve satisfactorily 
in such reserve component, shall, if his application for active duty 
made pursuant to this paragraph is denied, be deferred from induc-
tion under this title until such time as he is ordered to active duty 
or ceases to serve satisfactorily in such reserve component. 

(3) Within the limits of the quota determined under section 
5(b) for the subdivision in which he resides, any person, between 
the ages of eighteen and twenty-six, shall be afforded an oppor-
tunity to volunteer for induction into the Armed Forces of the 
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5 Reference is to a former subsection (g) authorizing one-year enlistments in the armed serv-
ices by male persons between 18 and 19 years of age that was repealed by section 1(h) of the 
Act of June 19, 1951 (65 Stat. 80). Present subsection (g) was added by section 1(2)(b) of Public 
Law 90–40, June 30, 1967 (81 Stat. 100). 

United States for the training and service prescribed in subsection 
(b), but no person who so volunteers shall be inducted for such 
training and service so long as he is deferred after classification. 

(4) Within the limits of the quota determined under section 
5(b) for the subdivision in which he resides, any person after at-
taining the age of seventeen shall with the written consent of his 
parents or guardian be afforded an opportunity to volunteer for in-
duction into the Armed Forces of the United States for the training 
and service prescribed in subsection (b). 

(5) Within the limits of the quota determined under section 
5(b) for the subdivision in which he resides, at such time as induc-
tion into the National Security Training Corps is authorized pursu-
ant to the provisions of this title, any person after attaining the 
age of seventeen shall with the written consent of his parents or 
guardian be afforded an opportunity to volunteer for induction into 
the National Security Training Corps for the training prescribed in 
subsection (k) of section 4 of this title. 

øTransfer to Reserve Component; Period of Service¿ 

(d)(1) Each person who hereafter and prior to the enactment of 
the 1951 Amendments to the Universal Training and Service Act 
is inducted, enlisted, or appointed and serves for a period of less 
than three years in one of the armed forces and meets the quali-
fications for enlistment or appointment in a reserve component of 
the armed force in which he serves, shall be transferred to a re-
serve component of such armed force, and until the expiration of 
a period of five years after such transfer, or until he is discharged 
from such reserve component, whichever occurs first, shall be 
deemed to be a member of such reserve component and shall be 
subject to such additional training and service as may now or here-
after be prescribed by law for such reserve component: Provided, 
That any such person who completes at least twenty-one months 
of service in the armed forces and who thereafter serves satisfac-
torily (1) on active duty in the armed forces under a voluntary ex-
tension for a period of at least one year, which extension is hereby 
authorized, or (2) in an organized unit of any reserve component 
of any of the armed forces for a period of at least thirty-six consecu-
tive months, shall except in time of war or national emergency de-
clared by the Congress, be relieved from any further liability under 
this subsection to serve in any reserve component of the armed 
forces of the United States, but nothing in this subsection shall be 
construed to prevent any such person, while in a reserve compo-
nent of such forces, from being ordered or called to active duty in 
such forces. 

(2) Each person who hereafter and prior to the enactment of 
the 1951 Amendments to the Universal Military Training and 
Service Act is enlisted under the provisions of subsection (g) of this 
section 5 and who meets the qualifications for enlistment or ap-
pointment in a reserve component of the armed forces shall, upon 
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discharge from such enlistment under honorable conditions, be 
transferred to a reserve component of the armed forces of the 
United States and shall serve therein for a period of six years or 
until sooner discharged. Each such person shall, so long as he is 
a member of such reserve component, be liable to be ordered to ac-
tive duty, but except in time of war or national emergency declared 
by the Congress no such person shall be ordered to active duty, 
without his consent and except as hereinafter provided, for more 
than one month in any year. In case the Secretary of the Army, the 
Secretary of the Navy, or the Secretary of the Air Force determines 
that enlistment, enrollment, or appointment in, or assignment to, 
an organized unit of a reserve component or an officers’ training 
program of the armed force in which he served is available to, and 
can without undue hardship be filled by, any such person, it shall 
be the duty of such person to enlist, enroll, or accept appointment 
in, or accept assignment to, such organized unit or officers’ training 
program and serve satisfactorily therein for a period of four years. 
Any such person who fails or refuses to perform such duty may be 
ordered to active duty, without his consent, for an additional period 
of not more than twelve consecutive months. Any such person who 
enlists or accepts appointment in any such organized unit and 
serves satisfactorily therein for a period of four years shall, except 
in time of war or national emergency declared by the Congress, be 
relieved from any further liability under this subsection to serve in 
any reserve component of the armed forces of the United States, 
but nothing in this subsection shall be construed to prevent any 
such person, while in a reserve component of such forces, from 
being ordered or called to active duty in such forces. The Secretary 
of Defense is authorized to prescribe regulations governing the 
transfer of such persons within and between reserve components of 
the armed forces and determining, for the purpose of the require-
ments of the foregoing provisions of this paragraph, the credit to 
be allowed any person so transferring for his previous service in 
one or more reserve components. 

(3) Each person who, subsequent to June 19, 1951, and on or 
before August 9, 1955, is inducted, enlisted, or appointed, under 
any provision of law, in the Armed Forces, including the reserve 
components thereof, or in the National Security Training Corps, 
prior to attaining the twenty-sixth anniversary of his birth, shall 
be required to serve on active training and service in the Armed 
Forces or in training in the National Security Training Corps, and 
in a reserve component, for a total period of eight years, unless 
sooner discharged on the grounds of personal hardship, in accord-
ance with regulations and standards prescribed by the Secretary of 
Defense (or the Secretary of Transportation with respect to the 
United States Coast Guard). Each such person, on release from ac-
tive training and service in the Armed Forces or from training in 
the National Security Training Corps, if physically and mentally 
qualified, shall be transferred to a reserve component of the Armed 
Forces, and shall serve therein for the remainder of the period 
which he is required to serve under this paragraph and shall be 
deemed to be a member of the reserve component during that pe-
riod. If the Secretary of the Army, the Secretary of the Navy, or 
the Secretary of the Air Force, or the Secretary of Transportation 
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6 The Act of March 7, 1942 (popularly known as the ‘‘Missing Persons Act’’) was repealed by 
section 8(a) of Public Law 89–544, September 6, 1966 (80 Stat. 632), and was reenacted as sub-
chapter VII of chapter 55 of title 5, United States Code, and as chapter 10 of title 37, United 
States Code. 

with respect to the United States Coast Guard, determines that en-
listment, enrollment, or appointment in, or assignment to, an orga-
nized unit of a reserve component or an officers’ training program 
of the armed force in which he served is available to, and can, 
without undue personal hardship, be filled by such person, that 
person shall enlist, enroll, or accept appointment in, or accept as-
signment to, the organized unit or officers’ training program, and 
serve satisfactorily therein. 

øPay and Allowances¿ 

(e) With respect to the persons inducted for training and serv-
ice under this title there shall be paid, allowed, and extended the 
same pay, allowances, pensions, disability and death compensation, 
and other benefits as are provided by law in the case of other en-
listed men of like grades and length of service of that component 
of the armed forces to which they are assigned. Section 3 of the Act 
of July 25, 1947 (Public Law 239, Eightieth Congress), is hereby 
amended by deleting therefrom the following: ‘‘Act of March 7, 1942 
(56 Stat. 143–148, ch. 166), as amended’’. The Act of March 7, 1942 
(56 Stat. 143–148), as amended, 6 is hereby made applicable to per-
sons inducted into the armed forces pursuant to this title. 

øCivilian Compensation¿ 

(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any person who 
is inducted into the armed forces under this Act and who, before 
being inducted, was receiving compensation from any person may, 
while serving under that induction, receive compensation from that 
person. 

øNational Security Council¿ 

(g) The National Security Council shall periodically advise the 
Director of the Selective Service System and coordinate with him 
the work of such State and local volunteer advisory committees 
which the Director of Selective Service may establish, with respect 
to the identification, selection, and deferment of needed profes-
sional and scientific personnel and those engaged in, and preparing 
for, critical skills and other essential occupations. In the perform-
ance of its duties under this subsection the National Security 
Council shall consider the needs of both the Armed Forces and the 
civilian segment of the population. 

(h) øRepealed by section 1(h) of the Act of June 19, 1951 (65 
Stat. 80)¿ 

(i) øSubsection (i) terminated as of July 1, 1957, pursuant to 
section 7 of the Act of September 9, 1950 (64 Stat. 828), as last 
amended by section 8 of Public Law 85–62, June 27, 1957 (71 Stat. 
208)¿ 

(j) øSubsection (j) terminated as of July 1, 1957, pursuant to 
section 7 of the Act of September 9, 1950 (64 Stat. 828), as last 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 15:10 Jan 26, 2026 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 9001 Sfmt 6601 G:\COMP\DEFLAWS\MSSA.BEL HOLC

January 26, 2026 

G:\COMP\DEFLAWS\MILITARY SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT.XML

    
As Amended Through P.L. 119-60, Enacted December 18, 2025



11 Sec. 4 Military Selective Service Act 

7 Effective on December 18, 2026, section 535(b)(1)(B) of division A of Public Law 119–60 pro-
vides for an amendment in section 4(k)(2) by striking ‘‘liable for registration’’ and inserting ‘‘reg-
istered’’. 

8 Reference is to the National Security Training Commission, which expired June 30, 1957. 

amended by section 8 of Public Law 85–62, June 27, 1957 (71 Stat. 
208)¿ 

øReduction in Period of Service; Operation of National Security 
Training Commission and Corps¿ 

(k)(1) Upon a finding by him that such action is justified by the 
strength of the Armed Forces in the light of international condi-
tions, the President, upon recommendations of the Secretary of De-
fense, is authorized, by Executive order, which shall be uniform in 
its application to all persons inducted under this title but which 
may vary as to age groups, to provide for (A) decreasing periods of 
service under this title but in no case to a lesser period of time 
than can be economically utilized, or (B) eliminating periods of 
service required under this title. 

(2) Whenever the Congress shall by concurrent resolution de-
clare— 

(A) that the period of active service required of any age 
group or groups of persons inducted under this title should be 
decreased to any period less than twenty-four months which 
may be designated in such resolution; or 

(B) that the period of active service required of any age 
group or groups of persons inducted under this title should be 
eliminated, 

the period of active service in the Armed Forces of the age group 
or groups designed in any such resolution shall be so decreased or 
eliminated, as the case may be. Whenever the period of active serv-
ice required under this title of persons who have not attained the 
nineteenth anniversary of the day of their birth has been reduced 
or eliminated by the President or as a result of the adoption of a 
concurrent resolution of the Congress in accordance with the fore-
going provision of this section, all individuals then or thereafter lia-
ble for registration 7 under this title who on that date have not at-
tained the nineteenth anniversary of the day of their birth and 
have not been inducted into the Armed Forces shall be liable, effec-
tive on such date, for induction into the National Security Training 
Corps as hereinafter established for initial military training for a 
period of six months. 

(3) øRepealed by section 8(a) of Public Law 89–554, September 
6, 1966 (80 Stat. 656)¿ 

(4) øRepealed by section 8(a) of Public Law 89–554, September 
6, 1966 (80 Stat. 656)¿ 

(5) The Commission 8 shall, subject to the direction of the 
President, exercise general supervision over the training of the Na-
tional Security Training Corps, which training shall be basic mili-
tary training. The Commission shall establish such policies and 
standards with respect to the conduct of the training of members 
of the National Security Training Corps as are necessary to carry 
out the purposes of this Act. The Commission shall make adequate 
provisions for the moral and spiritual welfare of members of the 
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National Security Training Corps. The Secretary of Defense shall 
designate the military departments to carry out such training. 
Each military department so designated shall carry out such mili-
tary training in accordance with the policies and standards of the 
Commission. The military department or departments so des-
ignated to carry out such military training shall, subject to the ap-
proval of the Secretary of Defense, and subject to the policies and 
standards established by the Commission, determine the type or 
types of basic military training to be given to members of the Na-
tional Security Training Corps. 

(6) øRepealed by section 8(a) of Public Law 89–554, September 
6, 1966 (80 Stat. 656)¿ 

(7) Not later than four months following confirmation of the 
members of the Commission, the Commission shall submit to the 
Congress legislative recommendations which shall include, but not 
be limited to— 

(A) a broad outline for a program deemed by the Commis-
sion and approved by the Secretary of Defense to be appro-
priate to assure that the training carried out under the provi-
sions of this Act shall be of a military nature, but nothing con-
tained in this paragraph shall be construed to grant to the 
Commission the authority to prescribe the basic type or types 
of military training to be given members of the National Secu-
rity Training Corps; 

(B) measures for the personal safety, health, welfare and 
morals of members of the National Security Training Corps; 

(C) a code of conduct, together with penalties for violation 
thereof; 

(D) measures deemed necessary to implement the policies 
and standards established under the provisions of paragraph 
(5) of this subsection; and 

(E) disability and death benefits and other benefits, and 
the obligations, duties, liabilities, and responsibilities, to be 
granted to or imposed upon members of the National Security 
Training Corps. 

All legislative recommendations submitted under this paragraph 
shall be referred to the Committees on Armed Services of the two 
Houses, and each of such committees shall, not later than the expi-
ration of the first period of 45 calendar days of continuous sessions 
of the Congress, following the date on which the recommendations 
provided for in this paragraph are transmitted to the Congress, re-
port thereon to its House: Provided, That any bill or resolution re-
ported with respect to such recommendations shall be privileged 
and may be called up by any member of either House but shall be 
subject to amendments as if it were not so privileged. 

(8) No person shall be inducted into the National Security 
Training Corps until after— 

(A) a code of conduct, together with penalties for violation 
thereof, and measures providing for disability and death bene-
fits have been enacted into law; and 

(B) such other legislative recommendations as are provided 
for in paragraph (7) shall have been considered and such rec-
ommendations or any portion thereof shall have been enacted 
with or without amendments into law; and 
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(C) the period of service required under this title of per-
sons who have not attained the nineteenth anniversary of the 
day of their birth has been reduced or eliminated by the Presi-
dent or as a result of the adoption of a concurrent resolution 
of the Congress in accordance with paragraph (2) of this sub-
section. 
(9) Six months following the commencement of induction of 

persons into the National Security Training Corps, and semiannu-
ally thereafter, the Commission shall submit to the Congress a 
comprehensive report describing in detail the operation of the Na-
tional Security Training Corps, including the number of persons in-
ducted therein, a list of camps and stations at which training is 
being conducted, a report on the number of deaths and injuries oc-
curring during such training and the causes thereof, an estimate 
of the performance of the persons inducted therein, including an 
analysis of the disciplinary problems encountered during the pre-
ceding six months, the number of civilian employees of the Com-
mission and the administrative costs of the Commission. Simulta-
neously, there shall be submitted to the Congress by the Secretary 
of Defense a report setting forth an estimate of the value of the 
training conducted during the preceding six months, the cost of the 
training program chargeable to the appropriations made to the De-
partment of Defense, and the number of personnel of the Armed 
Forces directly engaged in the conduct of such training. 

(10) Each person inducted into the National Security Training 
Corps shall be compensated at the monthly rate of $30: Provided, 
however, That each such person, having a dependent or dependents 
shall be entitled to receive a dependency allowance equal to the 
basic allowance for housing provided for persons in pay grade E– 
1 under section 403 of title 37, United States Code, plus $40 so 
long as such person has in effect an allotment equal to the amount 
of such dependency allowance for the support of the dependent or 
dependents on whose account the allowance is claimed. 

(11) No person inducted into the National Security Training 
Corps shall be assigned for training at an installation located on 
land outside the continental United States, except that residents of 
Territories and possessions of the United States may be trained in 
the Territory or possession from which they were inducted. 

(l) øSubsection (l) terminated as of July 1, 1973, pursuant to 
section 9 of Public Law 85–62, June 27, 1957 (71 Stat. 208), as last 
amended by section 103 of Public Law 92–129, September 28, 1971 
(85 Stat. 355)¿ 

SELECTION 

øManner of Selection for Training and Service¿ 

SEC. 5. ø50 U.S.C. 3805¿ (a)(1) The selection of persons for 
training and service under section 4 shall be made in an impartial 
manner, under such rules and regulations as the President may 
prescribe, from the persons who are liable for such training and 
service and who at the time of selection are registered and classi-
fied, but not deferred or exempted: Provided, That in the selection 
of persons for training and service under this title, and in the in-
terpretation and execution of the provisions of this title, there shall 
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be no discrimination against any person on account of race or color: 
Provided further, That in the classification of registrants within the 
jurisdiction of any local board, the registrants of any particular reg-
istration may be classified, in the manner prescribed by and in ac-
cordance with rules and regulations prescribed by the President, 
before, together with, or after the registrants of any prior registra-
tion or registrations; and in the selection for induction of persons 
within the jurisdiction of any local board and within any particular 
classification, persons who were registered at any particular reg-
istration may be selected, in the manner prescribed by and in ac-
cordance with rules and regulations prescribed by the President, 
before, together with, or after persons who were registered at any 
prior registration or registrations: And provided further, That noth-
ing herein shall be construed to prohibit the selection or induction 
of persons by age group or groups under rules and regulations pre-
scribed by the President: And provided further, That— 

(1) no local board shall order for induction for training and 
service in the Armed Forces of the United States any person 
who has not attained the age of nineteen unless there is not 
within the jurisdiction of such local board a sufficient number 
of persons who are deemed by such local board to be available 
for induction and who have attained the age of nineteen to en-
able such local board to meet a call for men which it has been 
ordered to furnish for induction; 

(2) no local board shall order for induction for training and 
service in the Armed Forces of the United States any person 
who has not attained the age of nineteen, if there is any person 
within the jurisdiction of such local board who (i) is as much 
as ninety days older, (ii) has not attained the age of nineteen, 
and (iii) is deemed by the local board to be available for induc-
tion; and 

(3) no local board shall order for induction for training and 
service in the Armed Forces of the United States an alien un-
less such alien shall have resided in the United States for one 
year. 
(2) øRepealed by section 2 of Public Law 91–124, November 26, 

1969 (85 Stat. 220)¿ 

øQuotas¿ 

(b) Quotas of men to be inducted for training and service under 
this title shall be determined for each State, Territory, possession, 
and the District of Columbia, and for subdivisions thereof, on the 
basis of the actual number of men in the several States, Terri-
tories, possessions, and the District of Columbia, and the subdivi-
sions thereof, who are liable for such training and service but who 
are not deferred after classification, except that credits shall be 
given in fixing such quotas for residents of such subdivisions who 
are in the armed forces of the United States on the date fixed for 
determining such quotas. After such quotas are fixed, credits shall 
be given in filling such quotas for residents of such subdivision who 
subsequently become members of such forces. Until the actual 
numbers necessary for determining the quotas are known, the 
quotas may be based on estimates, and subsequent adjustments 
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therein shall be made when such actual numbers are known. All 
computations under this subsection shall be made in accordance 
with such rules and regulations as the President may prescribe. 

(c) øSubsection (c) terminated as of July 1, 1973, pursuant to 
section 9 of Public Law 85–62, June 27, 1957 (71 Stat. 208), as last 
amended by section 103 of Public Law 92–129, September 28, 1971. 
(85 Stat. 355)¿ 

øRandom Selection¿ 

(d) Whenever the President has provided for the selection of 
persons for training and service in accordance with random selec-
tion under subsection (a) of this section, calls for induction may be 
placed under such rules and regulations as he may prescribe, not-
withstanding the provisions of subsection (b) of this section. 

øLimitation of Number of Inductees¿ 

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, not more 
than 130,000 persons may be inducted into the Armed Forces 
under this Act in the fiscal year ending June 30, 1972, and not 
more than 140,000 in the fiscal year ending June 30, 1973, unless 
a number greater than that authorized in this subsection for such 
fiscal year or years is authorized by a law enacted after the date 
of enactment of this subsection. 

DEFERMENT AND EXEMPTIONS 

øExemptions from Registration and Service¿ 

SEC. 6. ø50 U.S.C. 3806¿ (a)(1) Commissioned officers, warrant 
officers, pay clerks, enlisted men, and aviation cadets of the Reg-
ular Army, the Navy, the Air Force, the Marine Corps, the Coast 
Guard, and the Environmental Science Services Administration; ca-
dets, United States Military Academy; midshipmen, United States 
Naval Academy; cadets, United States Air Force Academy; cadets, 
United States Coast Guard Academy; midshipmen, Merchant Ma-
rine Reserve, members of the United States Navy Reserve; stu-
dents enrolled in an officer procurement program at military col-
leges the curriculum of which is approved by the Secretary of De-
fense; members of reserve components of the Armed Forces, and 
the Coast Guard, while on active duty; and foreign diplomatic rep-
resentatives, technical attachés of foreign embassies and legations, 
consuls general, consuls, vice consuls and other consular agents of 
foreign countries who are not citizens of the United States, and 
members of their families, and persons in other categories to be 
specified by the President who are not citizens of the United 
States, shall not be required to be registered under section 3 and 
shall be relieved from liability for training and service under sec-
tion 4, except that aliens admitted for permanent residence in the 
United States shall not be so exempted: Provided, That any alien 
lawfully admitted for permanent residence as defined in paragraph 
(20) of section 101(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as 
amended (66 Stat. 163, 8 U.S.C. 1101), and who by reason of occu-
pational status is subject to adjustment to nonimmigrant status 
under paragraph (15)(A), (15)(E), or (15)(G) of such section 101(a) 
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but who executes a waiver in accordance with section 247(b) of that 
Act of all rights, privileges, exemptions, and immunities which 
would otherwise accrue to him as a result of that occupational sta-
tus, shall be subject to registration under section 3 of this Act, but 
shall be deferred from induction for training and service for so long 
as such occupational status continues. Any person who subsequent 
to June 24, 1948, serves on active duty for a period of not less than 
twelve months in the armed forces of a nation with which the 
United States is associated in mutual defense activities as defined 
by the President, may be exempted from training and service, but 
not from registration, in accordance with regulations prescribed by 
the President, except that no such exemption shall be granted to 
any person who is a national of a country which does not grant re-
ciprocal privileges to citizens of the United States: Provided, That 
any active duty performed prior to June 24, 1948, by a person in 
the armed forces of a country allied with the United States during 
World War II and with which the United States is associated in 
such mutual defense activities, shall be credited in computation of 
such twelve-month period: Provided further, That any person who 
is in a medical, dental, or allied specialist category not otherwise 
deferred or exempted under this subsection shall be liable for reg-
istration and training and service until the thirty-fifth anniversary 
of the date of his birth. 

(2) Commissioned officers of the Public Health Service and 
members of the Reserve of the Public Health Service while on ac-
tive duty and assigned to staff the various offices and bureaus of 
the Public Health Service, including the National Institutes of 
Health, or assigned to the Coast Guard, the Bureau of Prisons, De-
partment of Justice, Environmental Protection Agency, or the Envi-
ronmental Science Services Administration, or who are assigned to 
assist Indian tribes, groups, bands, or communities pursuant to the 
Act of August 5, 1954 (68 Stat. 674), as amended, shall not be re-
quired to be registered under section 3 and shall be relieved from 
liability for training and service under section 4. Notwithstanding 
the preceding sentence, commissioned officers of the Public Health 
Service and members of the Reserve of the Public Health Service 
who, prior to the enactment of this paragraph, had been detailed 
or assigned duty other than that specified in the preceding sen-
tence shall not be required to be registered under section 3 and 
shall be relieved from liability for training and service under sec-
tion 4. 

øNote: Effective on December 18, 2026, subparagraph (A) of section 
535(b)(2) of division A of Public Law 119–60 provides for amend-
ments to paragraphs (1) and (2) of section 6(a)(1). Upon such date, 
paragraphs (1) and (2) reads as follows:¿ 

(1) Commissioned officers, warrant officers, pay clerks, enlisted 
men, and aviation cadets of the Regular Army, the Navy, the Air 
Force, the Marine Corps, the Coast Guard, and the Environmental 
Science Services Administration; cadets, United States Military 
Academy; midshipmen, United States Naval Academy; cadets, 
United States Air Force Academy; cadets, United States Coast 
Guard Academy; midshipmen, Merchant Marine Reserve, members 
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of the United States Navy Reserve; students enrolled in an officer 
procurement program at military colleges the curriculum of which 
is approved by the Secretary of Defense; members of reserve compo-
nents of the Armed Forces, and the Coast Guard, while on active 
duty; and foreign diplomatic representatives, technical attachés of 
foreign embassies and legations, consuls general, consuls, vice con-
suls and other consular agents of foreign countries who are not citi-
zens of the United States, and members of their families, and per-
sons in other categories to be specified by the President who are not 
citizens of the United States, shall not be registered under section 
3 and shall be relieved from liability for training and service under 
section 4, except that aliens admitted for permanent residence in the 
United States shall not be so exempted: Provided, That any alien 
lawfully admitted for permanent residence as defined in paragraph 
(20) of section 101(a) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, as 
amended (66 Stat. 163, 8 U.S.C. 1101), and who by reason of occu-
pational status is subject to adjustment to nonimmigrant status 
under paragraph (15)(A), (15)(E), or (15)(G) of such section 101(a) 
but who executes a waiver in accordance with section 247(b) of that 
Act of all rights, privileges, exemptions, and immunities which 
would otherwise accrue to him as a result of that occupational sta-
tus, shall be registered under section 3 of this Act, but shall be de-
ferred from induction for training and service for so long as such 
occupational status continues. Any person who subsequent to June 
24, 1948, serves on active duty for a period of not less than twelve 
months in the armed forces of a nation with which the United 
States is associated in mutual defense activities as defined by the 
President, may be exempted from training and service, but not from 
registration, in accordance with regulations prescribed by the Presi-
dent, except that no such exemption shall be granted to any person 
who is a national of a country which does not grant reciprocal privi-
leges to citizens of the United States: Provided, That any active duty 
performed prior to June 24, 1948, by a person in the armed forces 
of a country allied with the United States during World War II and 
with which the United States is associated in such mutual defense 
activities, shall be credited in computation of such twelve-month pe-
riod: Provided further, That any person who is in a medical, dental, 
or allied specialist category not otherwise deferred or exempted 
under this subsection shall be registered and liable for training and 
service until the thirty-fifth anniversary of the date of his birth. 

(2) Commissioned officers of the Public Health Service and 
members of the Reserve of the Public Health Service while on active 
duty and assigned to staff the various offices and bureaus of the 
Public Health Service, including the National Institutes of Health, 
or assigned to the Coast Guard, the Bureau of Prisons, Department 
of Justice, Environmental Protection Agency, or the Environmental 
Science Services Administration, or who are assigned to assist In-
dian tribes, groups, bands, or communities pursuant to the Act of 
August 5, 1954 (68 Stat. 674), as amended, shall not be registered 
under section 3 and shall be relieved from liability for training and 
service under section 4. Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, 
commissioned officers of the Public Health Service and members of 
the Reserve of the Public Health Service who, prior to the enactment 
of this paragraph, had been detailed or assigned duty other than 
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that specified in the preceding sentence shall not be registered under 
section 3 and shall be relieved from liability for training and service 
under section 4. 

øVeterans Exemptions¿ 

(b)(1) No person who served honorably on active duty between 
September 16, 1940, and the date of enactment of this title for a 
period of twelve months or more, or between December 7, 1941, 
and September 2, 1945, for a period in excess of ninety days, in the 
Army, the Air Force, the Navy, the Marine Corps, the Coast Guard, 
the Public Health Service, or the armed forces of any country allied 
with the United States in World War II prior to September 2, 1945, 
shall be liable for induction for training and service under this 
title, except after a declaration of war or national emergency made 
by the Congress subsequent to the date of enactment of this title. 

(2) No person who served honorably on active duty between 
September 16, 1940, and the date of enactment of this title for a 
period of ninety days or more but less than twelve months in the 
Army, the Air Force, the Navy, the Marine Corps, the Coast Guard, 
the Public Health Service, or the armed forces of any country allied 
with the United States in World War II prior to September 2, 1945, 
shall be liable for induction for training and service under this 
title, except after a declaration of war or national emergency made 
by the Congress subsequent to the date of enactment of this title, 
if— 

(A) the local board determined that he is regularly enlisted 
or commissioned in any organized unit of a reserve component 
of the armed force in which he served, provided such unit is 
reasonably accessible to such person without unduly inter-
rupting his normal pursuits and activities (including attend-
ance at a college or university in which he is regularly en-
rolled), or in a reserve component (other than in an organized 
unit) of such armed force in any case in which enlistment or 
commission in an organized unit of a reserve component of 
such armed force is not available to him; or 

(B) the local board determines that enlistment or commis-
sion in a reserve component or such armed force is not avail-
able to him or that he has voluntarily enlisted or accepted ap-
pointment in an organized unit of a reserve component of an 
armed force other than the armed force in which he served. 

Nothing in this paragraph shall be deemed to be applicable to any 
person to whom paragraph (1) of this subsection is applicable. 

(3) Except as provided in section 5(a) of this Act, and notwith-
standing any other provision of this Act, no persons who (A) has 
served honorably on active duty after September 16, 1940, for a pe-
riod of not less than one year in the Army, the Air Force, the Navy, 
the Marine Corps, or the Coast Guard, or (B) subsequent to Sep-
tember 16, 1940, was discharged for the convenience of the Govern-
ment after having served honorably on active duty for a period of 
not less than six months in the Army, the Air Force, the Navy, the 
Marine Corps, or the Coast Guard, or (C) has served for a period 
of not less than twenty-four months (i) as a commissioned officer 
in the Public Health Service or (ii) as a commissioned officer in the 
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Coast and Geodetic Survey, shall be liable for induction for training 
and service under this Act, except after a declaration of war or na-
tional emergency made by the Congress subsequent to the date of 
enactment of this title. 

(4) No person who is honorably discharged upon the completion 
of an enlistment pursuant to section 4(c) shall be liable for induc-
tion for training and service under this title, except after a declara-
tion of war or national emergency made by the Congress subse-
quent to the date of enactment of this title. 

(5) For the purposes of computation of the periods of active 
duty referred to in paragraphs (1), (2), or (3) of this subsection, no 
credit shall be allowed for— 

(A) periods of active duty training performed as a member 
of a reserve component pursuant to an order or call to active 
duty solely for training purposes; 

(B) periods of active duty in which the service consisted 
solely of training under the Army specialized training program, 
the Army Air Force college training program, or any similar 
program under the jurisdiction of the Navy, Marine Corps, or 
Coast Guard; 

(C) periods of active duty as a cadet at the United States 
Military Academy or United States Coast Guard Academy, or 
as a midshipman at the United States Naval Academy, or in 
a preparatory school after nomination as a principal, alternate, 
or candidate for admission to any of such academies; or 

(D) periods of active duty in any of the armed forces while 
being processed for entry into or separation from any edu-
cational program or institution referred to in paragraphs (B) or 
(C). 

(E) øSubparagraph (E) terminated as of July 1, 1973, pur-
suant to section 9 of Public Law 85–62, June 27, 1957 (71 Stat. 
208), as last amended by section 103 of Public Law 92–129, 
September 28, 1971 (85 Stat. 355)¿ 

øReserve Components Exemptions¿ 

(c)(1) Persons who, on February 1, 1951, were members of or-
ganized units of the federally recognized National Guard, the feder-
ally recognized Air National Guard, the Officers’ Reserve Corps, 
the Regular Army Reserve, the Air Force Reserve, the Enlisted Re-
serve Corps, the Naval Reserve, the Marine Corps Reserve, the 
Coast Guard Reserve, or the Public Health Service Reserve, shall, 
so long as they continue to be such members and satisfactorily par-
ticipate in scheduled drills and training periods as prescribed by 
the Secretary of Defense, be exempt from training and service by 
induction under the provisions of this title, but shall not be exempt 
from registration unless on active duty. 

(2)(A) Any person, other than a person referred to in sub-
section (d) of this section, who— 

(i) prior to the issuance of orders for him to report for in-
duction; or 

(ii) prior to the date scheduled for his induction and pursu-
ant to a proclamation by the Governor of a State to the effect 
that the authorized strength of any organized unit of the Na-
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tional Guard of that State cannot be maintained by the enlist-
ment or appointment of persons who have not been issued or-
ders to report for induction under this title; or 

(iii) prior to the date scheduled for his induction and pur-
suant to a determination by the President that the strength of 
the Ready Reserve of the Army Reserve, Naval Reserve, Ma-
rine Corps Reserve, Air Force Reserve, or Coast Guard Reserve 
cannot be maintained by the enlistment or appointment of per-
sons who have not been issued orders to report for induction, 
under this title; 

enlists or accepts appointment, before attaining the age of 26 years, 
in the Ready Reserve of any Reserve component of the Armed 
Forces, the Army National Guard, or the Air National Guard, shall 
be deferred from training and service under this title so long as he 
serves satisfactorily as a member of an organized unit of such Re-
serve or National Guard in accordance with section 10147 of title 
10 or section 502 of title 32, United States Code, as the case may 
be, or satisfactorily performs such other Ready Reserve service as 
may be prescribed by the Secretary of Defense. Enlistments or ap-
pointments under subparagraphs (ii) and (iii) of this clause may be 
accepted notwithstanding the provisions of section 15(d) of this 
title. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (h) of this sec-
tion, no person deferred under this clause who has completed six 
years of such satisfactory service as a member of the Ready Re-
serve or National Guard, and who during such service has per-
formed active duty for training with an armed force for not less 
than twelve consecutive weeks shall be liable for induction for 
training and service under this Act, except after a declaration of 
war or national emergency made by the Congress after August 9, 
1955. In no event shall the number of enlistments or appointments 
made under authority of this paragraph in any fiscal year in any 
Reserve component of the Armed Forces or in the Army National 
Guard or the Air National Guard cause the personnel strength of 
such Reserve component or the Army National Guard or the Air 
National Guard, as the case may be, to exceed the personnel 
strength for which funds have been made available by the Congress 
for such fiscal year. 

(B) A person who, under any provision of law, is exempt or de-
ferred from training and service under this Act by reason of mem-
bership in a reserve component, the Army National Guard, or the 
Air National Guard, as the case may be, shall, if he becomes a 
member of another reserve component, the Army National Guard, 
or the Air National Guard, as the case may be, continue to be ex-
empt or deferred to the same extent as if he had not become a 
member of another reserve component, the Army National Guard, 
or the Air National Guard, as the case may be, so long as he con-
tinues to serve satisfactorily. 

(C) Except as provided in subsection (b) and the provisions of 
this subsection, no person who becomes a member of a reserve com-
ponent after February 1, 1951, shall thereby be exempt from reg-
istration or training and service by induction under the provisions 
of this Act. 

(D) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Act, the Presi-
dent, under such rules and regulations as he may prescribe, may 
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9 Repealed by Public Law 88–110, September 3, 1963 (77 Stat. 134). 
10 Repealed by section 53 of the Act of August 10, 1956 (70A Stat. 678). See chapters 102 and 

103 of title 10, United States Code. 

provide that any person enlisted or appointed after October 4, 
1961, in the Ready Reserve of any reserve component of the Armed 
Forces (other than under section 12103 of title 10, United States 
Code), the Army National Guard, or the Air National Guard, prior 
to attaining age of twenty six years, or any person enlisted or ap-
pointed in the Army National Guard or the Air National Guard or 
enlisted in the Ready Reserve of any reserve component prior to at-
taining the age of eighteen years and six months and deferred 
under the prior provisions of this paragraph as amended by the Act 
of October 4, 1961, Public Law 87–378 (75 Stat. 807), or under sec-
tion 262 of the Armed Forces Reserve Act of 1952, as amended, 9 
who fails to serve satisfactorily during his obligated period of serv-
ice as a member of such Ready Reserve or National Guard or the 
Ready Reserve of another reserve component or the National 
Guard of which he becomes a member, may be selected for training 
and service and inducted into the armed force of which such re-
serve component is a part, prior to the selection and induction of 
other persons liable therefor. 

øOfficers’ Training; Deferment of Students Authorized¿ 

(d)(1) Within such numbers as may be prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Defense, any person who (A) has been or may hereafter 
be selected for enrollment or continuance in the senior division, Re-
serve Officers’ Training Corps, or the Air Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps, or the Naval Reserve Officers’ Training Corps, or the naval 
and Marine Corps officer candidate traning program established by 
the Act of August 13, 1946 (60 Stat. 1057), as amended, 10 or the 
Reserve officers’ candidate program of the Navy, or the platoon 
leaders’ class of the Marine Corps, or the officer recruitment pro-
grams of the Coast Guard and the Coast Guard Reserve, or ap-
pointed an ensign, United States Naval Reserve, while undergoing 
professional training; (B) agrees, in writing, to accept a commis-
sion, if tendered, and to serve, subject to order of the Secretary of 
the military department having jurisdiction over him (or the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security with respect to the United States 
Coast Guard), not less than two years on active duty after receipt 
of a commission; and (C) agrees to remain a member of a regular 
or reserve component until the eighth anniversary of the receipt of 
a commission in accordance with his obligation under the first sen-
tence of section 651 of title 10, United States Code, or until the 
sixth anniversary of the receipt of a commission in accordance with 
his obligation under the second sentence of section 651 of title 10, 
United States Code, shall be deferred from induction under this 
title until after completion or termination of the course of instruc-
tion and so long as he continues in a regular or reserve status upon 
being commissioned, but shall not be exempt from registration. 
Such persons, except those persons who have previously completed 
an initial period of military training or an equivalent period of ac-
tive military training and service, shall be required while enrolled 
in such programs to complete a period of training equal (as deter-
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mined under regulation approved by the Secretary of Defense or 
the Secretary of Homeland Security with respect to the United 
States Coast Guard) in duration and type of training to an initial 
period of military training. There shall be added to the obligated 
active commissioned service of any person who has agreed to per-
form such obligatory service in return for financial assistance while 
attending a civilian college under any such training program a pe-
riod of not to exceed one year. Except as provided in paragraph (5), 
upon the successful completion by any person of the required 
course of instruction under any program listed in clause (A) of the 
first sentence of this paragraph, such person shall be tendered a 
commission in the appropriate reserve component of the Armed 
Forces if he is otherwise qualified for such appointment. If, at the 
time of, or subsequent to, such appointment, the armed force in 
which such person is commissioned does not require his service on 
active duty in fulfillment of the obligation undertaken by him in 
compliance with clause (B) of the first sentence of this paragraph, 
such person, shall be ordered to active duty for training with such 
armed force in the grade in which he was commissioned for a pe-
riod of active duty for training of not more than six months (not 
including duty performed under section 10147 of title 10, United 
States Code), as determined by the Secretary of the military de-
partment concerned to be necessary to qualify such person for a 
mobilization assignment. Upon being commissioned and assigned to 
a reserve component, such person shall be required to serve there-
in, or in a reserve component of any other armed force in which 
he is later appointed, until the eighth anniversary of the receipt of 
such commission pursuant to the provisions of this section. So long 
as such person performs satisfactory service, as determined under 
regulations prescribed by the Secretary of Defense, he shall be de-
ferred from training and service under the provisions of this Act. 
If such person fails to perform satisfactory service, and such failure 
is not excused under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of De-
fense, his commission may be revoked by the Secretary of the mili-
tary department concerned. 

(2) In addition to the training programs enumerated in para-
graph (1) of this subsection, and under such regulations as the Sec-
retary of Defense (or the Secretary of the Treasury with respect to 
the United States Coast Guard) may approve, the Secretaries of 
the military departments and the Secretary of the Treasury are au-
thorized to establish officer candidate programs leading to the com-
missioning of persons on active duty. Any person heretofore or 
hereafter enlisted in the Army Reserve, the Naval Reserve, the Ma-
rine Corps Reserve, the Air Force Reserve, or the Coast Guard Re-
serve who thereafter has been or may be commissioned therein 
upon graduation from an Officers’ Candidate School of such Armed 
Force shall, if not ordered to active duty as a commissioned officer, 
be deferred from training and service under the provisions of this 
Act so long as he performs satisfactory service as a commissioned 
officer in an appropriate unit of the Ready Reserve, as determined 
under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the department 
concerned. If such person fails to perform satisfactory service in 
such unit, and such failure is not excused under such regulations, 
his commission may be revoked by such Secretary. 
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11 Paragraph (5) as enacted (Public Law 87–536, July 18, 1962 (76 Stat. 167)) contained four 
references to the Coast and Geodetic Survey. The paragraph was never amended to strike out 
‘‘Coast and Geodetic Survey’’ and insert ‘‘Environmental Science Services Administration’’. 

Section 101(a)(15) of Public Law 92–129, September 28, 1971 (85 Stat. 350), reads as follows: 
(15) Section 6(d)(5) øof the Military Selective Service Act of 1967¿ is amended by striking out 

‘‘Environmental Science Services Administration’’ each time it appears and inserting in lieu 
thereof ‘‘National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’’. 

(3) Nothing in this subsection shall be deemed to preclude the 
President from providing, by regulation prescribed under sub-
section (h) of this section, for the deferment from training and serv-
ice of any category or categories of students for such periods of time 
as he may deem appropriate. 

(4) øParagraph (4) terminated as of July 1, 1973, pursuant to 
section 9 of Public Law 85–62, June 27, 1957 (71 Stat. 208), as last 
amended by section 103 of Public Law 92–129, September 28, 1971 
(85 Stat. 355)¿ 

(5) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), upon the successful comple-
tion by any person of the required course of instruction under any 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps program listed in clause (A) of the 
first sentence of paragraph (1) and subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of the military department having jurisdiction over him, 
such person may, without being relieved of his obligation under 
that sentence, be tendered, and accept a commission in the Coast 
and Geodetic Survey 11 instead of a commission in the appropriate 
reserve component of the Armed Forces. If he does not serve on ac-
tive duty as a commissioned officer of the Coast and Geodetic Sur-
vey for at least six years, he shall, upon discharge therefrom, be 
tendered a commission in the appropriate reserve component of the 
Armed Forces, if he is otherwise qualified for such appointment, 
and, in fulfillment of his obligation under the first sentence of 
paragraph (1), remain a member of a reserve component until the 
sixth anniversary of the receipt of his commission in the Coast and 
Geodetic Survey. While a member of a reserve component he may, 
in addition to as otherwise provided by law, be ordered to active 
duty for such period that, when added to the period he served on 
active duty as a commissioned officer of the Coast and Geodetic 
Survey, equals two years. 

øAviation Cadet Applicants¿ 

(e) Fully qualified and accepted aviation cadet applicants of the 
Army, Navy, or Air Force who have signed an agreement of service 
shall, in such numbers as may be designated by the Secretary of 
Defense, be deferred, during the period covered by the agreement 
but not to exceed four months, from induction for training and 
service under this title but shall not be exempt from registration. 

øCertain Public Officials¿ 

(f) The Vice President of the United States; the governors of 
the several States, Territories, and possessions, and all other offi-
cials chosen by the voters of the entire State, Territory, or posses-
sion; members of the legislative bodies of the United States and of 
the several States, Territories, and possessions; judges of the courts 
of record of the United States and of the several States, Territories, 
possessions, and the District of Columbia shall, while holding such 
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offices, be deferred from training and service under this title in the 
armed forces of the United States. 

øMinisters of Religion; Students Preparing for the Ministry¿ 

(g)(1) Regular or duly ordained ministers of religion, as defined 
in this title, shall be exempt from training and service, but not 
from registration, under this title. 

(2) Students preparing for the ministry under the direction of 
recognized churches or religious organizations, who are satisfac-
torily pursuing full-time courses of instruction in recognized theo-
logical or divinity schools, or who are satisfactorily pursuing full- 
time courses of instruction leading to their entrance into recognized 
theological or divinity schools in which they have been preenrolled, 
shall be deferred from training and service, but not from registra-
tion, under this title. Persons who are or may be deferred under 
provisions of this subsection shall remain liable for training and 
service in the Armed Forces under the provisions of section 4(a) of 
this Act until the thirty-fifth anniversary of the date of their birth. 
The foregoing sentence shall not be construed to prevent the ex-
emption or continued deferment of such persons if otherwise ex-
empted or deferrable under any other provision of this Act. 

øDeferment for Occupations, Dependency, Fitness, Extended 
Liability; Criteria¿ 

(h) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection the Presi-
dent is authorized, under such rules and regulation as he may pre-
scribe, to provide for the deferment from training and service in the 
Armed Forces of any or all categories of persons whose employment 
in industry, agriculture, or other occupations or employment, or 
whose continued service in an Office (other than an Office de-
scribed in subsection (f)) under the United States or any State, ter-
ritory or possession, or the District of Columbia, or whose activity 
in study, research, or medical, dental, veterinary, optometric, osteo-
pathic, scientific, pharmaceutical, chiropractic, chiropodial, or other 
endeavors is found to be necessary to the maintenance of the na-
tional health, safety, or interest: Provided, That no person within 
any such category shall be deferred except upon the basis of his in-
dividual status: Provided further, That persons who are or may be 
deferred under the provisions of this section shall remain liable for 
training and service in the Armed Forces under the provisions of 
section 4(a) of this Act until the thirty-fifth anniversary of the date 
of their birth. This proviso shall not be construed to prevent the 
continued deferment of such persons if otherwise deferrable under 
any other provisions of this Act. The President is also authorized, 
under such rules and regulations as he may prescribe, to provide 
for the deferment from training and service in the Armed Forces 
(1) of any or all categories of persons in a status with respect to 
persons (other than wives alone, except in cases of extreme hard-
ship) dependent upon them for support which renders their 
deferment advisable, and (2) of any or all categories of those per-
sons found to be physically, mentally, or morally deficient or defec-
tive. For the purpose of determining whether or not the deferment 
of any person is advisable, because of his status with respect to 
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persons dependent upon him for support, any payments of allow-
ances which are payable by the United States to the dependents of 
persons serving in the Armed Forces of the United States shall be 
taken into consideration, but the fact that such payments of allow-
ances are payable shall not be deemed conclusively to remove the 
grounds for deferment when the dependency is based upon finan-
cial considerations and shall not be deemed to remove the ground 
for deferment when the dependency is based upon other than fi-
nancial considerations and cannot be eliminated by financial assist-
ance to the dependents. Except as otherwise provided in this sub-
section, the President is also authorized, under such rules and reg-
ulations as he may prescribe, to provide for the deferment from 
training and service in the Armed Forces of any or all categories 
of persons who have children, or wives and children, with whom 
they maintain a bona fide family relationship in their homes. No 
deferment from such training and service in the Armed Forces 
shall be made in the case of any individual except upon the basis 
of the status of such individual. There shall be posted in a con-
spicuous place at the office of each local board a list setting forth 
the names and classification of those persons who have been classi-
fied by such local board. The President may, in carrying out the 
provisions of this title, recommend criteria for the classification of 
persons subject to induction under this title, and to the extent that 
such action is determined by the President to be consistent with 
the national interest, recommended that such criteria be adminis-
tered uniformly throughout the United States whenever prac-
ticable; except that no local board, appeal board, or other agency 
of appeal of the Selective Service System shall be required to post-
pone or defer any person by reason of his activity in study, re-
search, or medical, dental, veterinary, optometric, osteopathic, sci-
entific, pharmaceutical, chiropractic, chiropodial, or other endeav-
ors found to be necessary to the maintenance of the national 
health, safety, or interest solely on the basis of any test, examina-
tion, selection system, class standing, or any other means con-
ducted, sponsored, administered, or prepared by any agency or de-
partment of the Federal Government, or any private institution, 
corporation, association, partnership, or individual employed by an 
agency or department of the Federal Government. 

øPostponement of Induction of Students¿ 

(i)(1) Any person who is satisfactorily pursuing a full-time 
course of instruction at a high school or similar institution of learn-
ing and is issued an order for induction shall, upon the facts being 
presented to the local board, have his induction postponed (A) until 
the time of his graduation therefrom, or (B) until he attains the 
twentieth anniversary of his birth, or (C) until he ceases satisfac-
torily to pursue such course of instruction, whichever is the ear-
liest. Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, any person who at-
tains the twentieth anniversary of his birth after beginning his last 
academic year of high school shall have his induction postponed 
until the end of that academic year if and so long as he continues 
to pursue satisfactorily a full-time course of instruction. 
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(2) Any person who while satisfactorily pursuing a full-time 
course of instruction at a college, university, or similar institution 
is ordered to report for induction under this title, shall, upon the 
appropriate facts being presented to the local board, have his in-
duction postponed (A) until the end of the semester or term, or aca-
demic year in the case of his last academic year, or (B) until he 
ceases satisfactorily to pursue such course of instruction, whichever 
is the earlier. 

øConscientious Objectors¿ 

(j) Nothing contained in this title shall be construed to require 
any person to be subject to combatant training and service in the 
armed forces of the United States who, by reason of religious train-
ing and belief, is conscientiously opposed to participation in war in 
any form. As used in this subsection, the term ‘‘religious training 
and belief’’ does not include essentially political, sociological, or 
philosophical views, or a merely personal moral code. Any person 
claiming exemption from combatant training and service because of 
such conscientious objections whose claim is sustained by the local 
board shall, if he is inducted into the armed forces under this title, 
be assigned to noncombatant service as defined by the President, 
or shall, if he is found to be conscientiously opposed to participation 
in such noncombatant service, in lieu of such induction, be ordered 
by his local board, subject to such regulations as the President may 
prescribe, to perform for a period equal to the period prescribed in 
section 4(b) such civilian work contributing to the maintenance of 
the national health, safety, or interest as the Director may deem 
appropriate and any such person who knowingly fails or neglects 
to obey any such order from his local board shall be deemed, for 
the purposes of section 12 of this title, to have knowingly failed or 
neglected to perform a duty required of him under this title. The 
Director shall be responsible for finding civilian work for persons 
exempted from training and service under this subsection and for 
the placement of such persons in appropriate civilian work contrib-
uting to the maintenance of the national health, safety, or interest. 

øDuration of Exemption of Deferment¿ 

(k) No exception from registration, or exemption or deferment 
from training and service, under this title, shall continue after the 
cause therefor ceases to exist. 

øMinority Discharges¿ 

(l) Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, no person be-
tween the ages of eighteen and twenty-one shall be discharged 
from service in the armed forces of the United States while this 
title is in effect because such person entered such service without 
the consent of his parent or guardian. 

øMoral Standards¿ 

(m) No person shall be relieved from training and service 
under this title by reason of conviction of a criminal offense, except 
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where the offense of which he has been convicted may be punished 
by death, or by imprisonment for a term exceeding one year. 

øAppeals; Occupational Deferments¿ 

(n) In the case of any registrant whose principal place of em-
ployment is located outside the appeal board area in which the 
local board having jurisdiction over the registrant is located, any 
occupational deferment made under subsection (h) of this section 
may, within five days after such deferment is made, be submitted 
for review and decision to the appeal board having jurisdiction over 
the area in which is located the principal place of employment of 
the registrant. Such decision of the appeal board shall be final un-
less modified or changed by the President, and such decision shall 
be made public. 

øSurviving Son or Brother¿ 

(o) Except during the period of a war or a national emergency 
declared by Congress, no person may be inducted for training and 
service under this title unless he volunteers for such induction— 

(1) if the father or the mother or a brother or a sister of 
such person was killed in action or died in line of duty while 
serving in the Armed Forces after December 31, 1959, or died 
subsequent to such date as a result of injuries received or dis-
ease incurred in line of duty during such service, or 

(2) during any period of time in which the father or the 
mother or a brother or a sister of such person is in a captured 
or missing status as a result of such service. 

As used in this subsection, the term ‘‘brother’’ or ‘‘sister’’ means a 
brother of the whole blood or a sister of the whole blood, as the 
case may be. 

SEC. 7. øRepealed by section 1(r) of the Act of June 19, 1951 
(65 Stat. 86)¿ 

øBOUNTIES FOR ENLISTMENT OR INDUCTION; SUBSTITUTES; 
PURCHASES OF RELEASE¿ 

SEC. 8. ø50 U.S.C. 3807¿ No bounty may be paid to induce any 
person to be inducted into an armed force. A clothing allowance au-
thorized by law is not a bounty for the purposes of this section. No 
person liable for training and service under this Act may furnish 
a substitute for that training or service. No person may be enlisted, 
inducted, or appointed in an armed force as a substitute for an-
other. No person liable for training and service under section 4 
may escape that training and service or be discharged before the 
end of his period of training and service by paying money or any 
other valuable thing as consideration for his release from that 
training and service or liability therefor. 

SEPARATION FROM SERVICE; REEMPLOYMENT RIGHTS 

øCertificates of Service¿ 

SEC. 9. ø50 U.S.C. 3808¿ (a) Any person inducted into the 
armed forces under this title for training and service, who, in the 
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judgment of those in authority over him, satisfactorily completes 
his period of training and service under section 4(b) shall be enti-
tled to a certificate to that effect upon the completion of such pe-
riod of training and service, which shall include a record of any 
special proficiency or merit attained. In addition, each such person 
who is inducted into the armed forces under this title for training 
and service shall be given a physical examination at the beginning 
of such training and service, and upon the completion of his period 
of training and service under this title, each such person shall be 
given another physical examination and, upon his written request, 
shall be given a statement of physical condition by the Secretary 
concerned: Provided, That such statement shall not contain any 
reference to mental or other conditions which in the judgment of 
the Secretary concerned would prove injurious to the physical or 
mental health of the person to whom it pertains: Provided further, 
That, if upon completion of training and service under this title, 
such person continues on active duty without an interruption of 
more than seventy-two hours as a member of the Armed Forces of 
the United States, a physical examination upon completion of such 
training and service shall not be required unless it is requested by 
such person, or the medical authorities of the Armed Force con-
cerned determined that the physical examination is warranted. 

øRight To Vote; Manner; Poll Tax¿ 

(b) Any person inducted into the armed forces for training and 
service under this title shall, during the period of such service, be 
permitted to vote in person or by absentee ballot in any general, 
special, or primary election occurring in the State of which he is 
a resident, whether he is within or outside such State at the time 
of such election, if under the laws of such State he is otherwise en-
titled so to vote in such election; but nothing in this subsection 
shall be construed to require granting to any such person a leave 
of absence or furlough for longer than one day in order to permit 
him to vote in person in any such election. No person inducted into, 
or enlisted in, the armed forces for training and service under this 
title shall, during the period of such service, as a condition of vot-
ing in any election for President, Vice President, electors for Presi-
dent or Vice President, or for Senator or Member of the House of 
Representatives, be required to pay any poll tax or other tax or 
make any other payment to any State or political subdivision there-
of. 

øReports on Separated Personnel¿ 

(c) The Secretary of a military department, and the Secretary 
of Homeland Security with respect to the Coast Guard, shall fur-
nish to the Selective Service System hereafter established a report 
of separation for each person separated from active duty. 
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THE SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM; CONSTRUCTION; CIVILIAN 
EMPLOYEES 

øEstablishment of Selective Service System¿ 

SEC. 10. ø50 U.S.C. 3809¿ (a)(1) There is hereby established in 
the executive branch of the Government an agency to be known as 
the Selective Service System, and a Director of Selective Service 
shall be the head thereof. 

(2) The Selective Service System shall include a national head-
quarters, at least one State headquarters in each State, Territory, 
and possession of the United States, and in the District of Colum-
bia, and the local boards, appeals boards, and other agencies pro-
vided for in subsection (b)(3) of this section. 

(3) The Director shall be appointed by the President. 
(4) The functions of the Office of Selective Service Records (es-

tablished by the Act of March 31, 1947) and of the Director of the 
Office of Selective Service Records are hereby transferred to the Se-
lective Service System and the Director of Selective Service, respec-
tively. The personnel, property, records, and unexpended balances 
(available or to be made available) of appropriations, allocations, 
and other funds of the Office of Selective Service Records are here-
by transferred to the Selective Service System. The Office of Selec-
tive Service Records shall cease to exist upon the taking of effect 
of the provisions of this title: Provided, That, effective upon the ter-
mination of this title and notwithstanding such termination in 
other respects, (A) the said Office of Selective Service Records is 
hereby established on the same basis and with the same functions 
as obtained prior to the effective date of this title, (B) said reestab-
lished Office shall be responsible for liquidating any other out-
standing affairs of the Selective Service System, and (C) the per-
sonnel, property, records, and unexpended balances (available or to 
be made available) of appropriations, allocations, and other funds 
of the Selective Service System shall be transferred to such rees-
tablished Office of Selective Service Records. 

øAdministrative Provisions¿ 

(b) The President is authorized to undertake the following: 
(1) To prescribe the necessary rules and regulations to 

carry out the provisions of this title. 
(2) To appoint, upon recommendation of the respective gov-

ernor or comparable executive official, a State director of the 
Selective Service System for each headquarters in each State, 
Territory, and possession of the United States and for the Dis-
trict of Columbia, who shall represent the governor and be in 
immediate charge of the State headquarters of the Selective 
Service System: Provided, That no State director shall serve 
concurrently in an elected or appointed position of a State or 
local government; to employ such number of civilians, and, sub-
ject to subsection (e), to order to active duty with their consent 
and to assign to the Selective Service System such officers of 
the selective-service section of the State headquarters and 
headquarters detachments and such other officers of the feder-
ally recognized National Guard of the United States or other 
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12 Effective on December 18, 2026, section 535(b)(3) of division A of Public Law 119–60 pro-
vides for amendment in section 10(b)(3) by striking ‘‘registration,’’. 

armed forces personnel (including personnel of the reserve 
components thereof), as may be necessary for the administra-
tion of the national and of the several State headquarters of 
the Selective Service System. 

(3) To create and establish within the Selective Service 
System civilian local boards, civilian appeal boards, and such 
other civilian agencies, including agencies of appeal, as may be 
necessary to carry out its functions with respect to the reg-
istration, 12 examination, classification, selection, assignment, 
delivery for induction, and maintenance of records of persons 
registered under this title, together with such other duties as 
may be assigned under this title: Provided, That no person 
shall be disqualified from serving as a counselor to registrants, 
including service as Government appeal agent, because of his 
membership in a Reserve component of the Armed Forces. He 
shall create and establish one or more local boards in each 
county or political subdivision corresponding thereto of each 
State, territory, and possession of the United States, and in the 
District of Columbia. The local board and/or its staff shall per-
form their official duties only within the county or political 
subdivision corresponding thereto for which the local board is 
established, or in the case of an intercounty board, within the 
area for which such board is established, except that the staffs 
of local boards in more than one county of a State or com-
parable jurisdiction may be collocated or one staff may serve 
local boards in more than one county of a State or comparable 
jurisdiction when such action is approved by the Governor or 
comparable executive official or officials. Each local board shall 
consist of three or more members to be appointed by the Presi-
dent from recommendations made by the respective Governors 
or comparable executive officials. In making such appointment 
after the date of the enactment of the Act enacting this sen-
tence, the President is requested to appoint the membership of 
each local board so that to the maximum extent practicable it 
is proportionately representative of the race and national ori-
gin of those registrants within its jurisdiction, but no action by 
any local board shall be declared invalid on the ground that 
any board failed to conform to any particular quota as to race 
or national origin. No citizen shall be denied membership on 
any local board or appeal board on account of sex. After De-
cember 31, 1971, no person shall serve on any local board or 
appeal board who has served on any local board or appeal 
board for a period of more than 20 years. Notwithstanding any 
other provision of this paragraph, an intercounty local board 
consisting of at least one member from each component county 
or corresponding subdivision may, with the approval of the 
Governor or comparable executive official or officials, be estab-
lished for an area not exceeding five counties or political sub-
divisions corresponding thereto within a State or comparable 
jurisdiction when the President determines, after considering 
the public interest involved, that the establishment of such 
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local board will result in a more efficient and economical oper-
ation. Any such intercounty local board shall have within its 
area the same power and jurisdiction as a local board has in 
its area. A local board may include among its members any cit-
izen otherwise qualified under Presidential regulations, pro-
vided he is at least eighteen years of age. No member of any 
local board shall be a member of the Armed Forces of the 
United States, but each member of any local board shall be a 
civilian who is a citizen of the United States residing in the 
county or political subdivision corresponding thereto in which 
such local board has jurisdiction, and each intercounty local 
board shall have at least one member from each county or po-
litical subdivision corresponding thereto included within the 
intercounty local board area. Such local boards, or separate 
panels thereof each consisting of three or more members, shall, 
under rules and regulations prescribed by the President, have 
the power within the respective jurisdictions of such local 
boards to hear and determine, subject to the right of appeal to 
the appeal boards hereby authorized, all questions or claims 
with respect to inclusion for, or exemption or deferment from, 
training and service under this title, of all individuals within 
the jurisdiction of such local boards. The decisions of such local 
boards shall be final, except where an appeal is authorized and 
is taken in accordance with such rules and regulations as the 
President may prescribe. There shall be not less than one ap-
peal board located within the area of each Federal judicial dis-
trict in the United States and within each Territory and pos-
session of the United States, and such additional separate pan-
els thereof, as may be prescribed by the President. Appeal 
boards within the Selective Service System shall be composed 
of civilians who are citizens of the United States and who are 
not members of the armed forces. The decision of such appeal 
boards shall be final in cases before them on appeal unless 
modified or changed by the President. The President, upon ap-
peal or upon his own motion, shall have power to determine all 
claims or questions with respect to inclusion for, or exemption 
or deferment from training and service under this title, and 
the determination of the President shall be final. No judicial 
review shall be made of the classification or processing of any 
registrant by local boards, appeal boards, or the President, ex-
cept as a defense to a criminal prosecution instituted under 
section 12 of this title, after the registrant has responded ei-
ther affirmatively or negatively to an order to report for induc-
tion, or for civilian work in the case of a registrant determined 
to be opposed to participation in war in any form: Provided, 
That such review shall go to the question of the jurisdiction 
herein reserved to local boards, appeals boards, and the Presi-
dent only when there is no basis in fact for the classification 
assigned to such registrant. No person who is a civilian officer, 
member, agent, or employee of the Office of Selective Service 
Records, or the Selective Service System, or of any local board 
or appeal board or other agency of such Office or System, shall 
be excepted from registration or deferred or exempted from 
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13 Repealed by section 3 of Public Law 90–620, October 22, 1968 (82 Stat. 1306). See 44 U.S.C. 
504. 

training and service, as provided for in this title, by reason of 
his status as such civilian officer, member, agent, or employee. 

(4) To appoint, and to fix, in accordance with the provi-
sions of chapter 51 and subchapter III of chapter 53 of title 5, 
United States Code, relating to classification and General 
Schedule pay rates, the basic pay of such officers, agents, and 
employees as he may deem necessary to carry out the provi-
sions of this title, however, any officer of the armed forces or 
any officer or employee of any department or agency of the 
United States who may be assigned or detailed to any office or 
position to carry out the provisions of this title (except to offi-
cers of positions on local boards or appeal boards established 
or created pursuant to section 10(b)(3)) may serve in and per-
form the functions of such office or position without loss of or 
prejudice to his status as such officer in the armed forces or 
as such officer or employee in any department or agency of the 
United States. 

(5) To utilize the services of any or all departments and 
any and all officers or agents of the United States, and to ac-
cept the services of all officers and agents of the several States, 
Territories, and possessions, and subdivisions thereof, and the 
District of Columbia, and of private welfare organizations, in 
the execution of this title. 

(6) To purchase such printing, binding, and blank-book 
work from public, commercial, or private printing establish-
ments or binderies upon orders placed by the Public Printer or 
upon waivers issued in accordance with section 12 of the Print-
ing Act approved January 12, 1895, as amended, 13 and to ob-
tain by purchase, loan, or gift such equipment and supplies for 
the Selective Service System, as he may deem necessary to 
carry out the provisions of this title, with or without adver-
tising or formal contract. 

(7) To prescribe eligibility, rules, and regulations gov-
erning the release for service in the armed forces, or for any 
other special service established pursuant to this title, of any 
person convicted of a violation of any of the provisions of this 
title. 

(8) Subject to the availability of funds appropriated for 
such purpose, to procure such space as he may deem necessary 
to carry out the provisions of this title and the Act of March 
31, 1947 (50 U.S.C. App. 321 et seq.). 

(9) Subject to the availability of funds appropriated for 
such purposes, to determine the location of such additional 
temporary installations as he may deem essential; to utilize 
and enlarge such existing installations; to construct, install, 
and equip, and to complete the construction, installation, and 
equipment of such buildings, structures, utilities, and appur-
tenances (including the necessary grading and removal, repair 
or remodeling of existing structures and installations), as may 
be necessary to carry out the provisions of this title; and, in 
order to accomplish the purpose of this title, to acquire lands 
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14 Section 14 of the Federal Employees Pay Act of 1946 added a new subsection to section 607 
of the Federal Employees Pay Act of 1945. That section was repealed by section 301(85) of the 
Budget and Accounting Procedures Act of 1950, September 12, 1950 (64 Stat. 843). 

and rights pertaining thereto, or other interests therein, for 
temporary use thereof, by donation or lease, and to prosecute 
construction thereon prior to the approval of the title by the 
Attorney General as required by section 355, Revised Statutes, 
as amended. 

(10) Subject to the availability of funds appropriated for 
such purposes, to utilize, in order to provide and furnish such 
services as may be deemed necessary or expedient to accom-
plish the purposes of this title, such personnel of the armed 
forces and of Reserve components thereof with their consent, 
and such civilian personnel, as may be necessary. For the pur-
poses of this title, the provisions of section 14 of the Federal 
Employees’ Pay Act of 1946 (Public Law 390, Seventy-ninth 
Congress) 14 with respect to the maximum limitations as to the 
number of civilian employees shall not be applicable to the De-
partment of the Army, the Department of the Navy, or the De-
partment of the Air Force. 

øDelegation of Authority¿ 

(c) The President is authorized to delegate any authority vest-
ed in him under this title, and to provide for the subdelegation of 
any such authority. 

øGifts¿ 

(d) In the administration of this title, gifts of supplies, equip-
ment, and voluntary services may be accepted. 

øAssignment of Armed Forces Personnel¿ 

(e) The total number of armed forces personnel assigned to the 
Selective Service System under subsection (b)(2) at any time may 
not be less than the number of such personnel determined by the 
Director of Selective Service to be necessary, but not to exceed 745 
persons, except that the President may assign additional armed 
forces personnel to the Selective Service System during a time of 
war or a national emergency declared by Congress or the Presi-
dent. 

øSettlement of Travel Claims¿ 

(f) The Director is authorized to make final settlement of indi-
vidual claims, for amounts not exceeding $500, for travel and other 
expenses of uncompensated personnel of the Office of Selective 
Service Records, or the Selective Service System, incurred while in 
the performance of official duties, without regard to other provi-
sions of law governing the travel of civilian employees of the Fed-
eral Government. 

øSemiannual Report to Congress¿ 

(g) The Director of Selective Service shall submit to Congress 
annually a written report covering the operation of the Selective 
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15 Section 2202(b)(2) of Public Law 116–315 provides for an amendment to section 11 by strik-
ing ‘‘section 2302(a) of title 38’’ and inserting ‘‘section 2303 of title 38, United States Code, re-
garding veterans described in subparagraph (B) or (C) of subsection (a)(2) of such section’’. Such 
amendment could not be carried out because the phrase being struck doesn’t appear in law. 

Service System and such report shall include, by States, informa-
tion as to the number of persons registered under this Act; the 
number of persons inducted into military service under this Act; 
the number of deferments granted under this Act and the basis for 
such deferments; and such other specific kinds of information as 
the Congress may from time to time request. 

øMaintenance of Selective Service System as Active Standby 
Organization After Institution of All Volunteer Program¿ 

(h) The Selective Service system shall be maintained as an ac-
tive standby organization, with (1) a complete registration and clas-
sification structure capable of immediate operation in the event of 
a national emergency (including a structure for registration and 
classification of persons qualified for practice or employment in a 
health care occupation essential to the maintenance of the Armed 
Forces) and (2) personnel adequate to reinstitute immediately the 
full operation of the System, including military reservists who are 
trained to operate such System and who can be ordered to active 
duty for such purpose in the event of a national emergency. 

øEMERGENCY MEDICAL CARE¿ 

SEC. 11. ø50 U.S.C. 3810¿ Under such rules and regulations as 
may be prescribed by the President, funds available to carry out 
the provisions of this title shall also be available for the payment 
of actual and reasonable expenses of emergency medical care, in-
cluding hospitalization, of registrants who suffer illness or injury, 
and the transportation and burial of the remains of registrants who 
suffer death, while acting under orders issued under the provisions 
of this title, but such burial expenses shall not exceed the max-
imum that the Secretary of Veterans Affairs may pay under the 
provisions of section 902(a) of title 38 15, United States Code, in any 
one case. 

PENALTIES 

SEC. 12. ø50 U.S.C. 3811¿ (a) Any member of the Selective 
Service System or any other person charged as herein provided 
with the duty of carrying out any of the provisions of this title, or 
the rules or regulations made or directions given thereunder, who 
shall knowingly fail or neglect to perform such duty, and any per-
son charged with such duty, or having and exercising any authority 
under said title, rules, regulations, or directions who shall know-
ingly make, or be a party to the making, of any false, improper, or 
incorrect registration, classification, physical or mental examina-
tion, deferment, induction, enrollment, or muster, and any person 
who shall knowingly, make, or be a party to the making of, any 
false statement or certificate regarding or bearing upon a classifica-
tion or in support of any request for a particular classification, for 
service under the provisions of this title, or rules, regulations, or 
directions made pursuant thereto, or who otherwise evades or re-
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fuses registration or service in the armed forces or any of the re-
quirements of this title, or who knowingly counsels, aids, or abets 
another to refuse or evade registration or service in the armed 
forces or any of the requirements of this title, or of said rules, regu-
lations, or directions, or who in any manner shall knowingly fail or 
neglect or refuse to perform any duty required of him under or in 
the execution of this title, or rules, regulations, or directions made 
pursuant to this title, or any person or persons who shall know-
ingly hinder or interfere or attempt to do so in any way, by force 
or violence or otherwise, with the administration of this title or the 
rules or regulations made pursuant thereto, or who conspires to 
commit any one or more of such offenses, shall, upon conviction in 
any district court of the United States of competent jurisdiction, be 
punished by imprisonment for not more than five years or a fine 
of not more than $10,000, or by both such fine and imprisonment, 
or if subject to military or naval law may be tried by court martial, 
and, on conviction, shall suffer such punishment as a court martial 
may direct. No person shall be tried by court martial in any case 
arising under this title unless such person has been actually in-
ducted for the training and service prescribed under this title or 
unless he is subject to trial by court martial under laws in force 
prior to the enactment of this title. 

(b) Any person (1) who knowingly transfers or delivers to an-
other, for the purpose of aiding or abeting the making of any false 
identification or representation, any registration certificate, alien’s 
certificate of nonresidence, or any other certificate issued pursuant 
to or prescribed by the provisions of this title, or rules or regula-
tions promulgated hereunder; or (2) who, with intent that it be 
used for any purpose of false identification or representation, has 
in his possession any such certificate not duly issued to him; or (3) 
who forges, alters, knowingly destroys, knowingly mutilates, or in 
any manner changes any such certificate or any notation duly and 
validly inscribed thereon; or (4) who, with intent that it be used for 
any purpose of false identification or representation, photographs, 
prints, or in any manner makes or executes any engraving, photo-
graph, print, or impression in the likeness of such certificate, or 
any colorable imitation thereof; or (5) who has in his possession 
any certificate purporting to be a certificate issued pursuant to this 
title, or rules and regulations promulgated hereunder, which he 
knows to be falsely made, reproduced, forged, counterfeited, or al-
tered; or (6) who knowingly violates or evades any of the provisions 
of this title or rules and regulations promulgated pursuant thereto 
relating to the issuance, transfer, or possession of such certificate, 
shall upon conviction, be fined not to exceed $10,000 or be impris-
oned for not more than five years, or both. Whenever on trial for 
a violation of this subsection the defendant is shown to have or to 
have had possession of any certificate not duly issued to him, such 
possession shall be deemed sufficient evidence to establish an in-
tent to use such certificate for purposes of false identification or 
representation, unless the defendant explains such possession to 
the satisfaction of the jury. 

(c) The Department of Justice shall proceed as expeditiously as 
possible with a prosecution under this section, or with an appeal, 
upon the request of the Director of Selective Service System or 
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shall advise the House of Representatives and the Senate in writ-
ing the reasons for its failure to do so. 

(d) No person shall be prosecuted, tried, or punished for evad-
ing, neglecting, or refusing to perform the duty of registering im-
posed by section 3 of this title unless the indictment is found with-
in five years next after the last day before such person attains the 
age of twenty-six, or within five years next after the last day before 
such person does perform his duty to register, whichever shall first 
occur. 

(e) The President may require the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services to furnish to the Director, from records available 
to the Secretary, the following information with respect to individ-
uals who are members of any group of individuals required by a 
proclamation of the President under section 3 to present them-
selves for and submit to registration under such section: name, 
date of birth, social security account number, and address. Infor-
mation furnished to the Director by the Secretary under this sub-
section shall be used only for the purpose of the enforcement of this 
Act. 

øNote: Effective on December 18, 2026, subparagraphs (A) and (B) 
of section 535(b)(4) of division A of Public Law 119–60 provides for 
amendments to subsections (d) and (e) of section 12. Upon such 
date, subsections (d) and (e) reads as follows:¿ 

(d) No person shall be prosecuted, tried, or punished for evad-
ing registration under section 3 of this title unless the indictment 
is found within five years next after the last day before such person 
attains the age of twenty-six. 

(e) The President may require Federal agencies to furnish to the 
Director, from records available to the Secretary, the following infor-
mation with respect to individuals who are members of any group 
of individuals required to be registered under section 3: name, date 
of birth, social security account number, and address. Information 
furnished to the Director under this subsection shall be used only 
for the purpose of the enforcement of this Act. 

(f)(1) Except as provided in subsection (g), any person who is 
required under section 3 to present himself for and submit to reg-
istration under such section and fails to do so in accordance with 
any proclamation issued under such section, or in accordance with 
any rule or regulation issued under such section, shall be ineligible 
for any form of assistance or benefit provided under title IV of the 
Higher Education Act of 1965. 

(2) In order to receive any grant, loan, or work assistance 
under title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1070 
et seq.), a person who is required under section 3 to present him-
self for and submit to registration under such section shall file with 
the institution of higher education which the person intends to at-
tend, or is attending, a statement of compliance with section 3 and 
regulations issued thereunder. 

(3) The Secretary of Education, in agreement with the Director, 
shall prescribe methods for verifying such statements of compliance 
filed pursuant to paragraph (2). Such methods may include requir-
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16 Effective on December 18, 2026, section 535(b)(4)(C) of division A of Public Law 119–60 pro-
vides for an amendment to section 12 by striking subsection (g). 

17 Second sentence of section 9(a) of the Act of August 2, 1939, was repealed by Public Law 
89–554, September 6, 1966 (80 Stat. 378), and reenacted as section 7324(a)(2) of title 5, United 
State Code. 

18 The Administrative Procedure Act was repealed by Public Law 89–554, September 6, 1966 
(80 Stat. 378), and was reenacted as subchapter II of chapter 5, and chapter 7, of title 5, United 
States Code. 

ing institutions of higher education to provide a list to the Sec-
retary of Education or to the Director of persons who have sub-
mitted such statements of compliance. 

(4) The Secretary of Education, in consultation with the Direc-
tor, shall issue regulations to implement the requirements of this 
subsection. Such regulations shall provide that any person to whom 
the Secretary of Education proposes to deny assistance or benefits 
under title IV for failure to meet the registration requirements of 
section 3 and regulations issued thereunder shall be given notice 
of the proposed denial and shall have a suitable period (of not less 
than thirty days) after such notice to provide the Secretary with in-
formation and materials establishing that he has complied with the 
registration requirement under section 3. Such regulations shall 
also provide that the Secretary may afford such person an oppor-
tunity for a hearing to establish his compliance or for any other 
purpose. 

(g) 16 A person may not be denied a right, privilege, or benefit 
under Federal law by reason of failure to present himself for and 
submit to registration under section 3 if— 

(1) the requirement for the person to so register has termi-
nated or become inapplicable to the person; and 

(2) the person shows by a preponderance of the evidence 
that the failure of the person to register was not a knowing 
and willful failure to register. 

NONAPPLICABILITY OF CERTAIN LAWS 

SEC. 13. ø50 U.S.C. 3812¿ (a) Nothing in section 203, 205, or 
207 of title 18 of the United States Code, or in the second sentence 
of subsection (a) of section 9 of the Act of August 2, 1939 (53 Stat. 
1148), entitled ‘‘An Act to prevent pernicious political activities’’, as 
amended, 17 shall be deemed to apply to any person because of his 
appointment under authority of this title or the regulations made 
pursuant thereto as an uncompensated official of the Selective 
Service System, or as an individual to conduct hearings on appeals 
of persons claiming exemption from combatant or noncombatant 
training because of conscientious objections, or as a member of the 
National Selective Service Appeal Board. 

(b) All functions performed under this title shall be excluded 
from the operation of the Administrative Procedure Act (60 Stat. 
237) 18 except as to the requirements of section 3 of such Act. Not-
withstanding the foregoing sentence, no regulation issued under 
this Act shall become effective until the expiration of thirty days 
following the date on which such regulation has been published in 
the Federal Register. After the publication of any regulation and 
prior to the date on which such regulation becomes effective, any 
person shall be given an opportunity to submit his views to the Di-
rector on such regulation, but no formal hearing be required on any 
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19 References are to titles 10 and 34 before enactment of title 10 by the Act of August 10, 
1956. The sections are no longer classified to the United States Code. 

such regulation. The requirements of this subsection may be 
waived by the President in the case of any regulation if he (1) de-
termines that compliance with such requirements would materially 
impair the national defense, and (2) gives public notice to that ef-
fect at the time such regulation is issued. 

(c) In computing the lump-sum payments made to Air Force 
Reserve Officers under the provisions of section 2 of the Act of 
June 16, 1936, as amended (U.S.C., title 10, sec. 300a), and to Re-
serve officers of the Navy or to their beneficiaries under section 12 
of the Act of August 4, 1942, as amended (U.S.C., title 34, sec. 
850k 19), no credit shall be allowed for any period of active service 
performed from the effective date of this title to the date on which 
this title shall cease to be effective. Each such lump-sum payment 
shall be prorated for a fractional part of a year of active service in 
the case of any reserve officer subject to the provisions of either 
such section, if such reserve officer performs continuous active 
service for one or more years (inclusive of such service performed 
during the period in which this title is effective) and such active 
service includes a fractional part of a year immediately prior to the 
effective date of this title, or immediately following the date on 
which this title shall cease to be effective, or both. 

NOTICE OF TITLE; VOLUNTARY ENLISTMENTS 

SEC. 15. ø50 U.S.C. 3813¿ (a) Every person shall be deemed to 
have notice of the requirements of this title upon publication by the 
President of a proclamation or other public notice fixing a time for 
any registration under section 3. 

øNote: Effective on December 18, 2026, section 535(b)(5) of division 
A of Public Law 119–60 provides for an amendment to section 
15(a). Upon such date, section 15(a) reads as follows:¿ 

(a) Every person shall be deemed to have notice of the require-
ments of this title. 

(b) It shall be the duty of every registrant to keep his local 
board informed as to his current address and changes in status as 
required by such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the 
President. 

(c) If any provision of this title, or the application thereof to 
any person or circumstance, is held invalid, the remainder of the 
title, and the application of such provision to other persons or cir-
cumstances, shall not be affected thereby. 

(d) Except as provided in section 4(c), nothing contained in this 
title shall be construed to repeal, amend, or suspend the laws now 
in force authorizing voluntary enlistment or reenlistment in the 
Armed Forces of the United States, including the reserve compo-
nents thereof, except that no person shall be accepted for enlist-
ment after he has been issued an order to report for induction un-
less authorized by the Director and the Secretary of Defense and 
except that, whenever the Congress or the President has declared 

VerDate Nov 24 2008 15:10 Jan 26, 2026 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 9001 Sfmt 6601 G:\COMP\DEFLAWS\MSSA.BEL HOLC

January 26, 2026 

G:\COMP\DEFLAWS\MILITARY SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT.XML

    
As Amended Through P.L. 119-60, Enacted December 18, 2025



39 Sec. 16 Military Selective Service Act 

that the national interest is imperiled, voluntary enlistment or re-
enlistment in such forces, and their reserve components, may be 
suspended by the President to such extent as he may deem nec-
essary in the interest of national defense. 

(e) In order to assist the Armed Forces in recruiting individ-
uals for voluntary service in the Armed Forces, the Director shall, 
upon the request of the Secretary of Defense or the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, furnish to the Secretary the full names, email 
addresses (if available), dates of birth, phone numbers (if avail-
able), and mailing addresses of individuals registered under this 
Act. Full names, email addresses, dates of birth, phone numbers, 
and mailing addresses furnished pursuant to the preceding sen-
tence may be used by the Secretary of Defense or Secretary of 
Homeland Security only for recruiting purposes. 

DEFINITIONS 

SEC. 16. ø50 U.S.C. 3814¿ When used in this title— 
(a) The term ‘‘between the ages of eighteen and twenty-six’’ 

shall refer to men who have attained the eighteenth anniversary 
of the day of their birth and who have not attained the twenty- 
sixth anniversary of the day of their birth; and other terms desig-
nating different age groups shall be construed in a similar manner. 

(b) The term ‘‘United States’’, when used in a geographical 
sense, shall be deemed to mean the several States, the District of 
Columbia, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and Guam. 

(c) The term ‘‘armed forces’’ shall be deemed to include the 
Army, the Navy, the Marine Corps, the Air Force, and the Coast 
Guard. 

(d) The term ‘‘district court of the United States’’ shall be 
deemed to include the courts of the United States for the territories 
and possessions of the United States. 

(e) The term ‘‘local board’’ shall be deemed to include an inter-
county local board in the case of any registrant who is subject to 
the jurisdiction or an intercounty local board. 

(f) The term ‘‘Director’’ shall be deemed to mean the Director 
of the Selective Service System. 

(g)(1) The term ‘‘duly ordained minister of religion’’ means a 
person who has been ordained, in accordance with the ceremonial, 
ritual, or discipline of a church, religious sect, or organization as 
established on the basis of a community of faith and belief, doc-
trines and practices of a religious character, to preach and to teach 
the doctrines of such church, sect, or organization and to admin-
ister the rites and ceremonies thereof in public worship, and who 
as his regular and customary vocation preaches and teaches the 
principles of religion and administers the ordinances of public wor-
ship as embodied in the creed or principles of such church, sect, or 
organization. 

(2) The term ‘‘regular minister of religion’’ means one who as 
his customary vocation preaches and teaches the principles of reli-
gion of a church, a religious sect, or organization of which he is a 
member, without having been formally ordained as a minister of 
religion, and who is recognized by such church, sect, or organiza-
tion as a regular minister. 
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20 The functions of National Security Resources Board under this section were abolished by 
section 5(a) of Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1953 (67 Stat. 634). 

(3) The term ‘‘regular or duly ordained minister of religion’’ 
does not include a person who irregularly or incidentally preaches 
and teaches the principles of religion of a church, religious sect, or 
organization and does not include any person who may have been 
duly ordained a minister in accordance with the ceremonial, rite, 
or discipline of a church, religious sect or organization, but who 
does not regularly, as a bona fide vocation, teach and preach the 
principles of religion and administer the ordinances of public wor-
ship, as embodied in the creed or principles of his church, sect, or 
organization. 

(h) The term ‘‘organized unit’’, when used with respect to a re-
serve component, shall be deemed to mean a unit in which the 
members thereof are required satisfactorily to participate in sched-
uled drills and training periods as prescribed by the Secretary of 
Defense. 

(i) The term ‘‘reserve components of the armed forces’’ shall, 
unless the context otherwise requires, be deemed to include the 
federally recognized National Guard of the United States, the fed-
erally recognized Air National Guard of the United States, the Offi-
cers’ Reserve Corps, the Regular Army Reserve, the Air Force Re-
serve, the Enlisted Reserve Corps, the Navy Reserve, the Marine 
Corps Reserve, and the Coast Guard Reserve, and shall include, in 
addition to the foregoing, the Public Health Service Reserve when 
serving with the armed forces. 

øREPEALS; APPROPRIATIONS; TERMINATION DATE¿ 

SEC. 17. ø50 U.S.C. 3815¿ (a) Except as provided in this title 
all laws or any parts of laws in conflict with the provisions of this 
title are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

(b) There are hereby authorized to be appropriated, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, such sums as 
may be necessary to carry out the provisions of this title. All funds 
appropriated for the administrative expenses of the National Secu-
rity Training Commission shall be appropriated directly to the 
Commission and all funds appropriated to pay the expenses of 
training carried out by the military departments designated by the 
Commission shall be appropriated directly to the Department of 
Defense. 

(c) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this title, no person 
shall be inducted for training and service in the Armed Forces after 
July 1, 1973, except persons now or hereafter deferred under sec-
tion 6 of this title after the basis for such deferment ceases to exist. 

UTILIZATION OF INDUSTRY 

SEC. 18. ø50 U.S.C. 3816¿ (a) Whenever the President after 
consultation with and receiving advice from the National Security 
Resources Board 20 determines that it is in the interest of the na-
tional security for the Government to obtain prompt delivery of any 
articles or materials the procurement of which has been authorized 
by the Congress exclusively for the use of the armed forces of the 
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21 The Atomic Energy Commission was abolished by Public Law 93–438, October 1, 1974 (88 
Stat. 1233), and its functions were transferred to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and the 
Energy Research and Development Administration (subsequently transferred to the Department 
of Energy). 

United States, or for the use of the Atomic Energy Commission, 21 
he is authorized, through the head of any Government agency, to 
place with any person operating a plant, mine, or other facility ca-
pable of producing such articles or materials an order for such 
quantity of such articles or materials as the President deems ap-
propriate, except that no order which requires payments there- 
under in excess of $25,000,000 shall be placed with any person, un-
less the Committees on Armed Service of the Senate and the House 
of Representatives have been notified in writing of such proposed 
order and 60 days of continuous session of Congress have expired 
following the date on which such notice was transmitted to such 
committees and neither House of Congress has adopted, within 
such 60-day period, a resolution disapproving such order. For pur-
poses of the preceding sentence, the continuity of a session of Con-
gress is broken only by an adjournment of Congress sine die, and 
the days on which either House is not in session because of an ad-
journment of more than 3 days to a day certain are excluded in the 
computation of such 60-day period. Any person with whom an order 
is placed pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be advised 
that such order is placed pursuant to the provisions of this section. 
Under any such program of national procurement, the President 
shall recognize the valid claim of American small business to par-
ticipate in such contracts, in such manufactures, and in such dis-
tribution of materials, and small business shall be granted a fair 
share of the orders placed, exclusively for the use of the armed 
forces or for other Federal agencies now or hereafter designated in 
this section. For the purposes of this section, a business enterprise 
shall be determined to be ‘‘small business’’ if (1) its position in the 
trade or industry of which is a part is not dominant, (2) the num-
ber of its employees does not exceed 500, and (3) it is independ-
ently owned and operated. 

(b) It shall be the duty of any person with whom an order is 
placed pursuant to the provisions of subsection (a), (1) to give such 
order such precedence with respect to all other orders (Government 
or private) theretofore or thereafter placed with such person as the 
President may prescribe, and (2) to fill such order within the period 
of time prescribed by the President or as soon thereafter as pos-
sible. 

(c) In case any person with whom an order is placed pursuant 
to the provisions of subsection (a) refuses or fails— 

(1) to give such order such precedence with respect to all 
other orders (Government or private) theretofore or thereafter 
placed with such person as the President may have prescribed; 

(2) to fill such order within the period of time prescribed 
by the President or as soon thereafter as possible as deter-
mined by the President; 

(3) to produce the kind or quality of articles or materials 
ordered; or 

(4) to furnish the quantity, kind, and quality of articles or 
materials ordered at such price as shall be negotiated between 
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such person and the Government agency concerned; or in the 
event of failure to negotiate a price, to furnish the quantity, 
kind, and quality of articles or materials ordered at such price 
as he may subsequently be determined to be entitled to receive 
under subsection (d); 

the President is authorized to take immediate possession of any 
plant, mine, or other facility of such person and to operate it, 
through any Government agency, for the production of such articles 
or materials as may be required by the Government. 

(d) Fair and just compensation shall be paid by the United 
States (1) for any articles or materials furnished pursuant to an 
order placed under subsection (a), or (2) as rental for any plant, 
mine, or other facility of which possession is taken under sub-
section (c). 

(e) Nothing contained in this section shall be deemed to render 
inapplicable to any plant, mine, or facility of which possession is 
taken pursuant to subsection (c) any State or Federal laws con-
cerning the health, safety, security, or employment standards of 
employees. 

(f) Any person, or any officer of any person as defined in this 
section, who willfully fails or refuses to carry out any duty imposed 
upon him by subsection (b) of this section shall be guilty of a felony 
and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment 
for not more than three years, or by a fine of not more than 
$50,000, or by both such imprisonment and fine. 

(g)(1) As used in this section— 
(A) The term ‘‘person’’ means any individual, firm, company, 

association, corporation, or other form of business organization. 
(B) The term ‘‘Government agency’’ means any department, 

agency, independent establishment, or corporation in the Executive 
branch of the United States Government. 

(2) For the purposes of this section, a plant, mine, or other fa-
cility shall be deemed capable of producing any articles or mate-
rials if it is then producing or furnishing such articles or materials 
or if the President after consultation with and receiving advice 
from the National Security Resources Board determines that it can 
be readily converted to the production or furnishing of such articles 
or materials. 

(h) The President is empowered, through the Secretary of De-
fense, to require all producers of steel in the United States to make 
available, to individuals, firms, associations, companies, corpora-
tions, or organized manufacturing industries having orders for steel 
products or steel materials required by the armed forces, such per-
centages of the steel production of such producers, in equal propor-
tion deemed necessary for the expeditious execution of orders for 
such products or materials. Compliance with such requirement 
shall be obligatory on all such producers of steel and such require-
ment shall take precedence over all orders and contracts thereto-
fore placed with such producers. If any such producer of steel or 
the responsible head or heads thereof refuses to comply with such 
requirement, the President, through the Secretary of Defense, is 
authorized to take immediate possession of the plant or plants of 
such producer and, through the appropriate branch, bureau, or de-
partment of the armed forces, to insure compliance with such re-
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quirement. Any such producer of steel or the responsible head or 
heads thereof refusing to comply with such requirements shall be 
deemed guilty of a felony and upon conviction thereof shall be pun-
ished by imprisonment for not more than three years and a fine not 
exceeding $50,000. 

SAVING PROVISION 

SEC. 19. ø50 U.S.C. 3817¿ Nothing in this title shall be deemed 
to amend any provision of the National Security Act of 1947 (61 
Stat. 495). 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

SEC. 20. ø50 U.S.C. 3818¿ This title shall become effective im-
mediately; except that unless the President, or the Congress by 
concurrent resolution, declares a national emergency after the date 
of enactment of this Act, no person shall be inducted or ordered 
into active service without his consent under this title within nine-
ty days after the date of its enactment. 

AUTHORITY TO ORDER RESERVE COMPONENTS TO ACTIVE FEDERAL 
SERVICE 

SEC. 21. ø50 U.S.C. 3819¿ Until July 1, 1953, and subject to 
the limitations imposed by section 2 of the Selective Service Act of 
1948, as amended, the President shall be authorized to order into 
the active military or naval service of the United States for a pe-
riod of not to exceed twenty-four consecutive months, with or with-
out their consent, any or all members and units of any or all Re-
serve components of the Armed Forces of the United States and re-
tired personnel of the Regular Armed Forces. Unless he is sooner 
released under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the mili-
tary department concerned, any member of the inactive or volun-
teer reserve who served on active duty for a period of 12 months 
or more in any branch of the Armed Forces between the period of 
December 7, 1941, and September 2, 1945, inclusive, who is now 
or may hereafter be ordered to active duty pursuant to this section, 
shall upon completion of 17 or more months of active duty since 
June 25, 1950, if he makes application therefor to the Secretary of 
the branch of service in which he is serving, be released from active 
duty and shall not thereafter be ordered to active duty for periods 
in excess of 30 days without his consent except in time of war or 
national emergency hereafter declared by the Congress: Provided, 
That the foregoing shall not apply to any member of the inactive 
or volunteer reserve ordered to active duty whose rating or spe-
cialty is found by the Secretary of the military department con-
cerned to be critical and whose release to inactive duty prior to the 
period for which he was ordered to active duty would impair the 
efficiency of the military department concerned. 

The President may retain the unit organizations and the 
equipment thereof, exclusive of the individual members thereof, in 
the active Federal service for a total period of five consecutive 
years, and upon being relieved by the appropriate Secretary from 
active Federal service, National Guard, or Air National Guard 
units, shall, insofar as practicable, be returned to their National 
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Guard or Air National Guard status in their respective States, Ter-
ritories, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, with pertinent 
records, colors, histories, trophies, and other historical impedi-
menta. 

PROCEDURAL RIGHTS 

SEC. 22. ø50 U.S.C. 3820¿ (a) It is hereby declared to be the 
purpose of this section to guarantee to each registrant asserting a 
claim before a local or appeal board, a fair hearing consistent with 
the informal and expeditious processing which is required by selec-
tive service cases. 

(b) Pursuant to such rules and regulations as the President 
may prescribe— 

(1) Each registrant shall be afforded the opportunity to appear 
in person before the local or any appeal board of the Selective Serv-
ice System to testify and present evidence regarding his status. 

(2) Subject to reasonable limitations on the number of wit-
nesses and the total time allotted to each registrant, each reg-
istrant shall have the right to present witnesses on his behalf to 
the local board. 

(3) A quorum of any local board or appeal board shall be 
present during the registrant’s personal appearance. 

(4) In the event of a decision adverse to the claim of the reg-
istrant, the local or appeal board making such decision shall, upon 
request, furnish to such registrant a brief written statement of the 
reasons for its decision. 

øTitle II, consisting largely of amendments to other provisions 
of law, was repealed by section 53 of the Act of August 10, 1956 
(70A Stat. 678).¿  
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