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WILD THINGS HISTORY

ABOUT WILD THINGS

In 1981, WILD THINGS was founded in North Conway, New Hampshire, by mountaineer John Bouchard, and

Marie Meunier.

Marie, one of the founders, was born into a family of mountain guides in Chamonix, Switzerland. From
a young age, she was instilled with the importance of high-quality climbing gear. Drawing on her vast
knowledge and experience, Marie was dedicated to creating high-performance products based on the concept
that gear must be “light and tough.” This philosophy has allowed WILD THINGS to continuously produce

top-tier products.

In 1984, Marie became the first woman to summit Mount Aconcagua, the highest peak in the Andes. As a
member of WILD THINGS’ product testing team, she demonstrated the exceptional functionality of the
climbing gear and apparel she had designed. Her historic achievement brought her widespread recognition

among climbers.

By the late 1980s, WILD THINGS had entered a new phase. The company began supplying the U.S. military,
collaborated with explorers and photographers like Will Steger, and worked with companies like Gore and
DuPont on product development. They created gear for paragliding, dog sled racing, and more. Within just a
few years of its founding, WILD THINGS gained immense support from outdoor retailers for its consistently

high-performance products.

In recent years, WILD THINGS expanded into creating military wear, becoming a certified supplier for the

ECWCS (Extended Cold Weather Clothing System).

In 2010, the WILD THINGS TACTICAL brand was launched, offering military-grade clothing for U.S.
Special Forces and other military units. Drawing on their outdoor expertise, WILD THINGS designs products
in close collaboration with the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps. These items, all made in the USA
with the latest military-grade materials, adhere to the highest standards while remaining affordable. As a
result, WILD THINGS has become one of the most widely adopted brands in high-performance military

apparel, outpacing other major outdoor manufacturers in securing contracts.
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Established in North Conway, New Hampshire, USA.
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Created slings using innovative manufacturing methods,

as well as Gore-Tex bivy sacks, bibs, and gaiters.
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Unveiled the DENALI JACKET.
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The founder, Marie Muniere, became the first woman to successfully
summit the south face of Aconcagua.
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Collaborated with explorers and photographers Will Steger and worked
with companies like Gore and DuPont on product development.

794V IXT (Fa—r Ny 7 iGN —%R) &
D27 (T4 R L—=A—) O5EE A Y — b,

Started selling climbing gear (chalk bags, simple harnesses)

and apparel (windbreakers).
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Manufactured backpacks, insulated bivy sacks,

harnesses with slings and stirrups, and daisy chains.
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Created climbing harnesses, Lycra tights,

and windbreakers with stretch panels.
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Supplied stirrups and wind shirts to the U.S. military.
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vy vy — (BEMORZDL—H—)L
FmMPITEZ IR 2,

Started product development with mushers
(sled dog racers in the polar regions).
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Manufactured and sold apparel
and gear for paragliding.
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Co-developed apparel for the Iditarod sled dog race

in collaboration with Timberland.
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Received a large number of orders from Japan.
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Started product development with mushers in Alaska.
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Marie made her first visit to Japan.
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Acquired a large factory in St. Johnsbury, Vermont, for manufacturing
military goods.
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Received a large volume of orders from the U.S. Navy.
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Produced numerous samples for the U.S. military.

Developed gear for the Iditarod sled dog race.
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Started distribution in France.
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Produced numerous samples for the U.S. military.
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Produced a large number of samples for the U.S. Air Force Special Forces.
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Received a $5 million order from the U.S. Army.
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Made In USA
by
WILD THINGS
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Started working on the development of apparel for paragliding.
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Launched the military line “WILD THINGS TACTICAL”
to sell apparel developed for U.S. special forces.
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Unveiled the LEVEL 7 outerwear, commonly known
as “HAPPY SUITS,” for the USMC.

100% Polyester
microfiber
machine wash cold
regular soap
no fabric softener
no bleach
tumble dry low

)
"%J) Hood

One Size
Fits All

Extreme Cold
Weather Parka
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Created the MONSTER PARKA, inspired by the PCU LEVEL 7 TYPE 2,
developed under Japanese design, and the HAPPY JACKET, inspired by

the HAPPY SUIT developed for the U.S. Marine Corps (USMC).
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Lightest is Rightest!

In our workouts on the climbing wall, we often do laps with lead diving belts for a total pump of the hands and
forearms. We noted that not much weight made a tremendous difference on number of laps we were able to do on
our twenty-four foot climbing wall. In fact an. extra two or three pounds on Jim Surette, who only weighs one hun-
dred and twenty-five, cut his laps by fifty percent!

Just as for the alpinist, weight is the enemy of the rock-climber and if you're really serious about climbing harder
you have to be ruthless in cutting down weight. When we work out on the wall the weight belts are between 22 and
34 lbs and we can only hang on for a couple of minutes. Here is a table showing how much weight the average good
climber climbs with compared with what he could be climbing with.

- Light Normal Difference

Shoes 1.69 1.69 0
Rope:

double 9mm 9.4

10.5 mm 6.7 2.7
Slings:

6 knotted 1" tube 1.0

6 sewn supertape .5 .5
Clothing:

Cotton (casual) 4.0

Lycra (honed) 1.0 3.0
Biners:

25 normal 3.44

25 full size hollow 2.31 1.13
Friends:

1 set 2.0

V2 set plus extra wire 1.0 1.0
Wired Nuts .5 .5 0

Belay Device:

Figure 8 .25
Sticht plate 13 12
Sneakers on Harness 1.25 1.25

Harness:
Full Harness 1.25
Swami Leg Loops .75 .5
Total 14.58 24.78 10.20

Even more important is that each extra unit of weight is harder to climb with than the last. In other words, 20
Ibs is more than twice as hard to climb with as 10 lbs. In fact even one lb extra when you're hanging on by the first

o o [}
joint of one or two fingers is too much. And since climbing power is basically a strength to weight ratio, the lighter
you are, the more critical is each extra ounce!
If you can do a one arm pullup, try it with five pounds weight. If you can't do one, have a friend pull up on your

belt (about five pounds of pulling), and then try. You will quickly see the importance of small amounts of w_eight
“BL<HITTHEINSVEIEW”

in rock-climbing. Weight s the gnemy.’

Cover photo: Greg Kriss
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rLightest is Rightest | (%ﬁ%ﬁgi) 5L %_)J__E L Wl )J Inside cover: Stonemasters Credit: Janet Stearns

Windshirt photo: David Stone
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Location: Joshua Tree National Monument

As noted in the 1985 WILD THINGS catalog:
“Lightest is Rightest!” and “Weight is the enemy.”

This philosophy was instilled in the founder and designer, Marie, from an early age, emphasizing the
. s . o 1. . 1985 WILD THINGS Catalog
importance of high-quality climbing equipment.

“Light is Right” is based on her knowledge and experience. “Gear has to be light and tough.” This brand

concept of WILD THINGS has persisted from its founding to the present day.
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1981 EAST COAST ROOTS
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The WILD THINGS brand journey began in 1981, when the two founders Marie Meunier and John Bouchard,
accomplished mountaineers, created their own line of lightweight, superior gear out of dissatisfaction with
available products. Marie and John chose New Hampshire to set up shop. The rugged natural environment,
big blizzards, and Mount Washington provided the perfect testing ground for new products, and there was

no shortage of skilled climbers to test them. From these surroundings Wild Things pioneered several product

firsts including the high-altitude one piece suit and haul bag.
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WILD THINGS grew throughout the ‘80s with input from
some of the world’s most gifted climbers including Charlie

Fowler, Mark Richey, Steve Larson, Dave Nettle, Anne

Smith, Mugs Stump, Rick Sylevester, and Dean Potter.
By 1990, with the help of these and other climbers, WILD

THINGS had achieved a cult-like following amongst the world’s climbing elite. Wild Things sewn slings,
chalk bags, climbing packs, bivy sacks, and high altitude technical clothing were part of nearly every big
climb from 1983 to 1990.
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In the early 2000s, WILD THINGS’ reputation for producing

uncommon, lightweight, and tough gear caught the attention

of U.S. Special Forces. Since then, the brand began creating

bespoke, made-to-order kits for individual units. For the

‘ first time, these elite forces traveled to New Hampshire

,é" to work directly with WILD THINGS’ designers,

crafting gear tailored to their specific requirements. In 774 IV 7OFMXTH5MD, 7Y FTY—VIGAL, 2 7Y —AOREEEHCHEL.
2004, WILD THINGS was awarded its first contract WILD THINGS 077 » FXUREWH &S, 74 2V BT =24 7T 4T L%,
DENALI JACKET %> MAKALU JACKET, HAPPY JACKET 7% &',
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to produce cold-weather clothing systems for the

U.S. Military. Since then, the brand has earned a
reputation for producing durable, lightweight technical

outerwear, alpine-style backpacks, rugged haul bags, Starting with practical climbing gear,

and innovative tactical and military clothing. WILD WILD THINGS evolved to offer products for general outdoor use and military applications.

THINGS’ products are currently in use by every branch : : el -
p y y y Tracing the brand’s context, we introduce some of the iconic archive items

Style: 50020

Wild Things, LLC.  Cut# 11 il of the U.S. Armed Forces and are often customized to meet ¢hat have become synonymous with the bratid

mission-specific needs. DENALI JACKET, MAKALU JACKET, and HAPPY JACKET,

Medium-Regula
Shell and Lining

NSN: 8415-01-555-1275

INSTRUCTION LABEL
1. Wear hood over all headgear

those archive pieces continue to inspire the current design,

 Hiachine washina U speaking to WILD THINGS’ design origins and brand essence.
3 Machine Washing: Use Permane
Press Cycle. Wash in cold water &
mild detergent. To prevent

WT TACTICAL
0 NOT USE: Fabric Softener,

rine Bleach, Or Starch 1 DESIGNED IN NEW ENGLAND
ry at LOW head (Do rot exceed MADE IN USA
) or hang to dry. £ g : '
0 NOT LTORE IN STUFF SACK BERRY AMENDMENT COMPLIANT
! 'FOR EXTENDED PERIODS OF TIME,
FLUFF GARMENT PERIODICALLY.

DO NOT REMOVE THIS LABEL 1 w‘LD TH‘NGS WTTACTICAL.COM

®
clean cold water.
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An outdoor masterpiece born in 1983.
It was a groundbreaking outerwear that combined a waterproof, breathable shell with PrimaLoft insulation,
making it both water-resistant and excellent at retaining heat.
This model features a Gore-Tex exterior and includes ribbed cuffs, which are not present in the current version.
Over time, various materials like Sympatex and eVent have been used in different iterations,
with minor updates, and it continues to be a key item in the brand’s lineup.
The bias-cut pockets on the torso, which make it easy to access gear,

are a functional and aesthetic design element that has become a signature feature of the Denali Jacket.
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From day one, the Denali Jacket has seen very little change in design.
The large hood that fully covers the neck, the raglan sleeves that allow for easy movement even when layered,
and the angled front pockets that offer both wind resistance and accessibility—
all of these practical details have become the defining features of the Denali Jacket.

This refined design, driven by functional beauty, is one of the key reasons the Denali Jacket is considered a timeless classic.
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MANALU JAGKET
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The hidden gem of WILD THINGS’ outdoor wear, the Makalu Jacket.
Featuring a Gor < outer shell and Quilofill insulation, it was originally designed in the 1980s as a belay jacket and bivy jacket.
The jacket is made with a roomy fit that allows it to be worn over most climbing layers, and to withstand c
it uses two layers of 7-ounce Quilofill. The seams are taped for extra durability and water nce.

The back of the jacket is designed with a longer length to help keep your back warm when sitting in the snow,

and it can be cinched to provide extra insulation. The hood is adjustable with a drawcord to prevent snow from accumulating inside.

This design served as the base for the Iditarod Jacket, which was developed for use in dog sledding races.
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The réversibleseries features a distinctive wave quilt pattern.
Filled with PrimaLoft insulation, it was originally marketed to climbers, hikers, and skiers.
The jacket is lightweight enough to be worn as a layering piece, with unique color schemes on both sides.

At the time of its release in Japan, it gained significant popularity, and for many, hs
the wave quilt pattern is closely associated with the WILD THINGS brand. v( ‘“

RIVERSIBLE PRINALOFT
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TRANSPORT PARKA
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The Transport Parka, designed by WILD THINGS TACTICAL, is an overlayer built for static operations such as helicopter transport,
ISR (Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance), snipers, and patrol defense units
It also features flame-resistant properties. The oversized, heat-resistant hood, which includes a face-covering component,
is designed to protect the face in the event of a fire while ensuring clear visibility. It can be worn over a helmet.

The extended back length is specifically designed to prevent the hem from riding up when wearing a backpack.
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The Happy Suit, developed for the US Marine Corps (USMC) as part of the U.S. military’s ECWCS (Extended Cold Weather Clothing System)
Level 7 outerwear, was created under the leadership of WILD THINGS, who were pioneers in using PrimaLoft insulation. This tactical outerwear
played a key role in cementing WILD THINGS’ reputation within the U.S. military.The early production models, seen in the top left of the photo,

featured a label with a smiley face, which led to the suit being affectionately called the “ HAPPY SUIT” by Marine Corps personnel. Initially,
the hood was detachable, and both the hood and the main body of the suit featured the smiley face label. Later versions saw the hood redesigned

to be stowable, and the tactical line shown in the bottom right of the photo carries forward the design from the later models.

By tightening the drawcord in the pockets, the hem can be cinched to prevent wind from entering from below.
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Made In USA

by ¢
WILD THINGS
100% Polyester
microfiber
machine wash cold
reguiar soap

no fabric softener '
no bleach

tumble dry low <

\\\” 5 Hood

One Size
Fits All

Extreme Cold
Weather Parka
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The HAPPY SUIT uses functional insulation, PrimaLoft.

PrimalLoft is lightweight, offers insulation comparable to down, and, unlike down,
retains its insulating properties even when wet from rain or other moisture,
addressing one of down’s key weaknesses.

The HAPPY SUIT was developed under the leadership of WILD THINGS,

who were among the first to adopt PrimaLoft for this purpose.
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The weather suits with parka and trousers corresponding to Level 7, the highest tier in the U.S. Army’s ECWCS GEN III
(Extended Cold Weather Clothing System, Generation 3), a seven-layered system designed for extreme cold weather.
The shell is made of EPIC fabric, which offers excellent windproof and water-repellent properties,

while the insulation is PrimaLoft. The parka, often referred to as the “Marshmallow Suit”.

Similar to the HAPPYY SUIT, it has reinforced elbows and a foldable hood, as well as Velcro on the chest for attaching patches.
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The trousers feature full-length zippers on both sides,
allowing them to be worn as over pants.
This design makes it possible to put them on and

take them off without removing the boots.
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Climbing, outdoor, military.
WILD THINGS has been developed products to meet various needs over the years,
evolving while maintaining versatility.
The current WILD THINGS collection inherits these qualities and has evolved into a fashion-forward line.

Among them, we introduce the iconic items that are currently leading the product lineup.
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The “T” letter in the WILD THINGS original logo is ‘

designed to resemble an ice leash, a key tool used in ice climbing. 3
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MONSTER PARKA

KERFREBR DL A ¥ ) v 7"y 25 LPCU L _AT TYPEJHEH“E Y R X —X—h—"% 7 7 v a v T AT LICHEE LIAATED20174EIC

J6# L 7-MONSTERPARKAZ:, v 7yl xy b &EHRLZL S, 2V vy a—RAFICEMPI Ly b, A4 XEKELHL T 5,
FHIIBEROBKF A v v EFHL, TiE 7 ) ~ve 7t 2o R el e Tloab iy bERL, Afion 2R L7

XA uBEL VMo Tnb, ECWCSZIZL Y, KELAY I VIS RATFLADT AT LN 7 7vavyy—vThiEHE2ED, vy
STy P AFATICR > TE B, ZDE Y R X —8—H —FWILD THINGSZ 416 2 Wl Ricd ZF AN LN, SHDO 7T v F2RET 2 oz,

The MONSTER PARKA, introduced in 2017 as a fashion item, reimagines the U.S. Special Forces’ layering system, PCU Level 7 TYPE 2,
commonly known as the “Monster Parker”.While maintaining a big silhouette, the design was adapted for urban use by adjusting the materials,
silhouette, and sizing. The outer fabric is made from lightweight, water-resistant nylon, and the insulation is PrimaLoft, providing a puffy
silhouette. A key detail is the embossed logo on the Velcro patch on the left arm.At the time, military layering systems like ECWCS were gaining
attention in the fashion scene, and the big silhouette trend was on the rise. The Monster Parker became widely accepted even by a younger

generation unfamiliar with WILD THINGS, making it one of the brand’s most iconic pieces and a symbol of the current WILD THINGS lineup.
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The Short Monster Parker, introduced in 2023, takes inspiration from the U.S.
Special Forces’ PCU Level 7 TYPE 1 layering system and transforms it into a fashion piece.
Similar to the original Monster Parker, it maintains a big silhouette, but with adjustments made for urban wear,
including changes to the materials, silhouette, and sizing. While the Monster Parker stores its hood in the collar,
the Short Monster Parker features a removable hood. Additionally,

the inner mesh pocket is equipped with a zipper closure for added functionality.
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HAPPY JACKET
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The “Happy Suit” developed by WILD THINGS as an outer layer for the USMC (United States Marine Corps) under the ECWCS Level 7 system.
This “Happy Suit” helped solidify WILD THINGS’ position within the U.S. military. Based on this suit, the “Happy Jacket” was introduced in
2017, reworked for town use. While maintaining a big silhouette, the jacket was designed with changes in material, silhouette, and fit to make it
more suitable for everyday wear.The outer fabric is made from lightweight, water-resistant nylon, and the insulation is PrimaLoft, providing a
puffy, voluminous silhouette. Key design features include a logo-embossed Velcro on the left arm and zipper pockets arranged in an “X” pattern
on the torso.During the time when military layering systems, including ECWCS, gained popularity in fashion and big silhouettes were trending,

the Happy Jacket became one of the iconic pieces alongside the Monster Parka, representing the brand today.

TRANSPORT PARKA
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The Over Transport Parka is designed based on the Transport Parka developed by WILD THINGS TACTICAL.
The original Transport Parka, which was an outer layer,
has been made even larger to create the Over Transport Parka, featuring an overwhelming volume.
However, for town use, the outer fabric and insulation have been replaced with lighter materials,
allowing the jacket to maintain its bulky appearance while still being easy to wear and lightweight.
The oversized hood with a face-covering part remains,

while ventilation openings have been added under the arms, allowing for temperature regulation inside the garment.
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The Denali Jacket by WILD THINGS, a classic piece that was first introduced in 1983,
has undergone minor changes over the years but has remained largely unchanged in its design to this day.
Just like when it was first launched, the jacket combines a waterproof, breathable shell with PrimaLoft insulation and features taped seams,
making it resistant to water and highly effective at retaining warmth.
This versatile outer layer is perfect for both outdoor activities and town use.
The jacket’s bias-cut pockets on the torso, designed for easy access to your belongings,

have become a hallmark of the Denali Jacket, embodying both functionality and aesthetic beauty.
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REVERSIBLE BELAY SERIES
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In response to popular demand for the return of the classic REVERSIBLE PRIMALOFT SWEATERS/VEST, WILD THINGS has reintroduced
the updated Reversible Belay Series in 2023.The jacket features the same wave quilting on the front and a retro version of the old logo nameplate,
just like the original. The reverse side has a solid body without quilting, with a reflective print, offering a stark contrast in both color and design.
This dual-sided design enhances the versatility of the piece, allowing for a greater variety of styling options.The insulation remains PrimaLoft
for optimal warmth, while the outer fabric is made from Pertex Quantum, known for its lightweight durability. Considering that jackets
like these can often be difficult to layer as an inner garment for town use, this version has been updated with a slightly increased amount of

insulation, making it a perfect mid-weight outer layer.
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WILD THINGS consistently uses POLARTEC WIND PRO as a middle layer every season.
Among fleeces, this particular one excels in wind resistance, preventing wind
from passing through while maintaining high heat retention.
As a result, it performs exceptionally well not only as a standalone piece but also as an effective mid-layer.
Additionally, taking advantage of these properties,
a wide range of items such as gloves, hoodies, caps, and scarves have been created to cover areas prone to getting cold,

like the wrists, neck, and face.
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While WILD THINGS is primarily known for its outerwear,
the brand has actually been offering printed T-shirts since its early days when it was still producing climbing gear.
These T-shirts feature a mix of reissues of classic designs from the past, as well as new,
original graphics created each season. The designs often incorporate various messages and playful elements,
making each release unique and engaging.
It’s always exciting to see what new designs will be introduced each year,

so the T-shirts have become a key part of the brand’s seasonal offerings.



